
Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 

Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, WA4 5EQ 

Telephone 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 

Thursday 31st March 2022 at 9.45am 

Present: -  Councillor K Critchley, Councillor B Kidley and Councillor G Chapman 

 

Clerk, Mrs J Monks and Assistant Clerk, I Derbyshire.  

1.   Welcome and apologies for absence 

 
Councillor K Critchley welcomed everyone to the meeting. Councillor C Critchley, 
Councillor G Chapman, Councillor M Marshall and Councillor J Freeman had sent their 
apologies for the meeting.  
 
Councillor C Critchley had contacted the clerk to nominate Councillor B Kidley in her 
absence as substitute member.  
 

2.   Members Code of Conduct 

 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

3.   Matters Arising  

 
The following update was given from the previous Finance and General Purposes 

Committee meeting on Thursday 3rd March 2022. 

The clerk confirmed that tiles had now been repaired and the cost of this was £140.00. 

4. Parish Hall Roof 

The clerk confirmed that a survey report had been undertaken on Monday 28th March 

2022 at the cost of £300.00 The surveyor confirmed that the main roof does require 

replacement and they will send a report to the clerk. The surveyor did state that all the 

gutters were full of moss so the clerk has contacted the window cleaner, and he will 

do all the gutters when he next visits and add this £70 charge per gutter clean onto his 

window cleaning bill. 

RESOLVED that; 

The cost of cleaning the gutters of the Parish Hall was approved.  
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As the roof may need a tender process the Clerk and Assistant Clerk requested to 

attend a Contract and Procurement course from Cheshire Association of Local 

Councils on Tuesday 26th April at the cost of £30 for members and £45 for non-

members. This was recommended by the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

and would be added to the Parish Council agenda for April.  

As the survey report has not yet been received this will be an agenda item for the next 

Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting. 

5. Appleton Thorn Preschool Grant application  

The clerk had sent a letter requesting further information as requested at the last 

Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on Thursday 3rd March, however 

this information has not yet been received as such it will be considered upon receipt.  

6. Web Hosting charge for 2022/2023 

To accept the new lower quote of £310.00 plus VAT for 2022/2023 rather than the 

previously agreed £31.00 per month plus VAT monthly charge.  

The clerk has secured a deal with the company for the webhosting so rather than the 

agreed amount of £31 per month plus VAT they will charge £310.00 plus VAT for the 

whole year.  

RESOLVED that; 

The Parish Council accepts the lower amount of £310.00 plus VAT for the whole year 

with Wildherbert, who is the current provider.  

7. Grant application from three scouts for funding for the Scout Jamboree 
in Korea in August 2023. 

 
A grant application has been received requesting £300 towards funding three scouts 

to attend a Scout Jamboree in South Korea in August 2023. 

Recommended that; 

The Parish Council should not make a grant of £300 to fund three scouts to attend a 

Scout Jamboree in South Korea in August 2023 because it was funding individuals, 

rather than an organisation and it would not benefit the Parish. As such it would be 

contrary to the grant policy of the Parish Council.  

8. Bawming the Thorn grant application  

The clerk confirmed that the Bawming Committee had previously applied for a grant 

in 2019 and the Parish Council provided a grant of £700.00 and that they had 

previously provided both an up-to-date bank statement and copy of their accounts.  

The clerk was asked to draft a letter requesting further information in support of the 

grant application. The letter will be circulated to all Parish Councillors and will then be 

sent to the Bawming Committee. 

Once the information has been received, the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee will look at this upon receipt.  



9. Parish Hall Covid Measures  

The Covid measures for the Parish Hall were reviewed following the change of 

guidance from Central Government and the issue of the ACRE guidance.  

Recommended that; 

(a) It is no longer required for Parish Hall users to use facemasks whilst using the 

Parish Hall. Action required is to remove all posters.  

(b) To no longer use the Track & Trace NHS system. Action required to remove all 

posters  

(c) Cleaning sheets. Currently the cleaners and staff all sign a cleaning sheet 

showing the time and date the room was cleaned. There are three sheets in 

total in operation for the Parish Hall. The cleaners sign the sheet for the main 

hall, kitchen and toilets. Parish Hall users sign the sheet for the main hall only.  

Recommend that the above practice continues as per the ACRE guidance. 

(d) If cleaning is not undertaken by the Hall Hirer a £50 Covid 19 cleaning charge 

is made. It is recommended that this is amended to, if cleaning is not 

undertaken by the Hall Hirer a £50 cleaning charge is made. 

(e) The tenancy agreements are kept with the Covid rules for the time being. The 

tenancy agreements clearly state, ‘subject to the Covid rules at the date of your 

hire.’ Given the frequency of the changes of the Covid rules over the last two 

years, the clerk recommends that the tenancy agreement is reviewed in 

September. Then new tenancy agreements can be reissued to all. The ACRE 

guidance is to reissue tenancy agreements on an annual basis and all the 

current agreements were signed after 1st September 2021. It is ACRE guidance 

that the Covid special hire conditions are still retained.  

(f) Covid First Aid box and treatment plan is kept and is not revised in line with 

ACRE guidance.  

(g) Recommendation is to continue not to hire out the entrance hall separately. The 

entrance hall is a general thoroughfare for staff and for users of the main hall. 

Many users use the entrance hall as part of their bookings and previously when 

the entrance hall has been let separately this has created endless complaints. 

This was highlighted in the Parish Hall Covid 19 Risk Assessment not to hire 

this out separately due to it being a thoroughfare.  

(h) Risk Assessments. Regular users are asked to provide risk assessments for 

their activity. As per the ACRE guidance this should continue.  

(i) Contract cleaning from Warrington Borough Council is reviewed in September, 

before the twelve-month contract is due for renewal. 

(j) Following the notification of any covid case, the Parish Hall will be immediately 

cleaned.  Change to regular cleaning of the Hall takes place and is recorded on 

the cleaning sheets.  

 

 

 

 



10. Warrington Borough Council contract cleaning  

RESOLVED that; 

The increase in the contract cleaning charge from £261.83 to £269.33 for the monthly 

charge from 1st April 2022 was approved.  

 
11. New Bins around the Parish  

New additional bins around the Parish were discussed in detail. The initial costs and 

ongoing costs of emptying and disposal of the rubbish needs to be investigated before 

any recommendations can be considered. The clerk and assistant clerk will look into 

the costs and produce a report for consideration by the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee. 

12. Request to ringfence funds for replacement street trees 

The clerk was requested to contact Warrington Borough Council and ask for a 

breakdown of where the tree funds from the Inland Border Facility have been spent 

and when Warrington Borough Council will be removing the various tree stumps left 

on roads in Appleton.  

The allocation of the reserves will be discussed at the next Finance and General 

Purposes committee meeting after year end.  


