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Appleton Parish Council 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, WA4 5EQ 

Telephone 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 

Thursday 3rd March 2022 at 9.45am 

Present: -  Councillor K Critchley, Councillor M Jervis, Councillor S Brookes, 

Councillor B Kidley and Councillor P Lewenz.  

 

Clerk, Mrs J Monks and Assistant Clerk, I Derbyshire.  

1.   Welcome and apologies for absence 

 
Councillor K Critchley welcomed everyone to the meeting. Councillor C Critchley, 
Councillor G Chapman, Councillor M Marshall and Councillor J Freeman had sent their 
apologies for the meeting.  
 
Councillor J Freeman had sent written authorisation that Councillor B Kidley had 
nominated Councillor B Kidley to be her substitute for the meeting in her absence.  
  

2.   Members Code of Conduct 

 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

3.   Matters Arising  

 
The following update was given from the previous Finance and General Purposes 

Committee meeting on 3rd February 2022. 

The forms for the Mansfield Building Society had been returned and had now been 

signed again and returned as such the interest in the progress of being transferred to 

the current NatWest account and will be done on 7th March 2022 due to the notice 

period so the Parish Council has loss of interest.  

The clerk confirmed that the hand dryers and fan at the Parish Hall have now been 

fixed and the cost of this was £60.00 plus VAT.  

The assistant clerk has done written instructions on how to unlock the front door at the 

Parish Hall and the videos have been done as well. The clerk confirmed that the written 

instruction has now been sent to the representative of Lymm Ladies Bridge along with 

a further offer of additional one to one demonstration of how to use the door. The 

instructions have also been laminated and put on the front door.  

The assistant clerk has been looking into the gas supply and the Parish Council will 

have to remain with Pozitive Energy if they want to remain on a variable rate. This is 
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not the best variable rate however no one will accept transfer onto any variable rate 

they are only offering fixed rates for transfers.  

The clerk reported that she had applied for the Omicron Hospitality, Leisure and 

Accommodation Grant 2022 award, however Warrington Borough Council had looked 

at the application under case ref WBC-CHLG-399515626 and stated that the Parish 

Council are not eligible for funding.  

The clerk confirmed that the bank signatures for both the NatWest and Mansfield 

Building Society have now been amended to the following; 

Nat West  
Mrs Joanne Monks, Clerk. 
Mrs Irene Derbyshire, Assistant Clerk 
Councillor Judith Wheeler,  
Councillor Peter Walker,  
Councillor Matthew Marshall,  
Councillor Ghazala Chapman,  
Councillor Simon Brookes. 
 

Mansfield  

Mrs Joanne Monks, Clerk. 
Mrs Irene Derbyshire, Assistant Clerk 
Councillor Peter Walker,  
Councillor Matthew Marshall,  
Councillor Ghazala Chapman,  
Councillor Simon Brookes. 
 

The clerk confirmed that an appeal against the wastewater charges has been 

submitted via letter and email. 

4. Parish Hall Roof 

The clerk reported that now further tiles have now come off the roof and required repair 

work.  

RESOLVED that; 

The expenditure of up to £500 was approved for this roof work. 

The clerk has obtained one quote for the replacement of the Parish Hall roof, and this 

is the region of £25,000 plus VAT.  As the likely costs were in the region of £25,000 

this would require a formal tender process.  

RESOLVED that; 

The clerk was instructed to appoint a surveyor up to the cost of £750.00 plus VAT for 

a detailed roof survey of the Parish Hall to include inspection of the roof joists, 

inspection of the loft space and including photos with a report and a clear 

recommendation following the inspection. The clerk was asked to circulate the 
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date/time of the appointment for a Parish Councillor to be present at the time of the 

inspection.  

5. Appleton Thorn Preschool Grant application  

A grant application has been received for a £750.00 contribution towards a £1867.94 

project for new wooden shed, replacement of outdoor equipment and the provision of 

new equipment for Appleton Thorn Preschool. 

Previously the preschool was awarded a grant of £250 in December 2019 

costsadvertising costs.  

The clerk was asked to draft a letter requesting further information in support of the 

grant application. The letter will be circulated to all Parish Councillors and will then 

send to the preschool. 

Once the information has been received, the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee will look at this upon receipt.  

6. Payroll System renewal  

RESOLVED that; 

The payroll system was renewed at the cost of £75.00 plus VAT.  

7. PRS Music Licence 

RESOLVED that; 

The amount of £182.52 plus VAT was paid for the renewal of the PRS music licence 

8. Replacement battery for front door at Parish Hall  

RESOLVED that; 

The amount of £85.57 plus VAT was approved for the replacement battery for the front 

door at the Parish Hall. 

9. Web Hosting charge for 2022/2023 

The clerk confirmed that the Parish Council’s website has been recently hacked and 

she was receiving messages regarding security upgrades and wordpress upgrades 

however was unable to update these.  

Wild Herbert, who currently host the website confirmed that the Parish Council has 

only the basic web hosing package. They confirmed that the web hosting charge was 

£19 plus VAT per month from April 2022 and the additional package which included 

monthly updates and security checks was £31 per month plus VAT.  

The clerk had obtained two further quotes for web hosting, one was £26 per month 

plus VAT or £260 for the year but had a web hosting transfer free of £85. The other 

was a verbal quote, but this was much higher than £31 per month plus VAT.  
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RESOLVED that; 

The Parish Council should have the additional package which included monthly 

updates and security checks at £31 per month plus VAT from April 2022. 

The clerk was asked to put this as an agenda item for the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee in Jan/Feb 2023 to review.  

 


