
 

 

 

Appleton Parish Council 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, WA4 5EQ 

Telephone 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of Appleton Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 19th October 2021 at 7pm at Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road 

Appleton WA4 5EQ 
 
Present: -   

Councillor M Browne, Councillor G Chapman (from 7.10pm onwards), Councillor M 

Delaney, Councillor J Freeman, Councillor M Jervis, Councillor B Kidley, Councillor P 

Lewenz, Councillor P Walker and Councillor J Wheeler.  

Mrs J Monks (Clerk) and ten members of the public.  

Part One – This part of the meeting was open to the press and members of the 

public 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

 
The Vice Chair of the Parish Council, Councillor J Freeman welcomed everyone to the 
Parish Council meeting.  
 
Councillor K Critchley, Councillor C Critchley, Councillor S Brookes and Councillor M 
Marshall sent their apologies for the meeting. Councillor J Freeman informed the 
Parish Council that Councillor G Chapman would be late for the meeting.  
 

2. Members Code of Conduct 

 
Councillor M Jervis and Councillor J Wheeler declared that they were members of the 
Development Control Committee of Warrington Borough Council. Councillor P Walker 
declared that he was a substitute member of the Development Control Committee of 
Warrington Borough Council. 

 

Councillor J Wheeler declared an interest in relation to item 12, events as such she 

did not participate in any discussion or decision with regards to this agenda item.  

3. Public Participation  

 

A member of the public addressed the Parish Council with regards to item 16, the 
motion to declare an Ecological Emergency and to support the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Bill and asked for the Parish Council’s support.  
 
Councillor G Chapman arrived at 7.10pm.  
 



 

 

4. Minutes of last Parish Council meeting and matters arising  

 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 21st September 2021, 

(copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were approved. 

The clerk confirmed that she had ordered a display board. However this had arrived 
damaged and as such this will be returned, and a replacement had been ordered.  
 
The clerk confirmed that the photographer will attend the next Parish Council meeting 
in November to take photos of the Parish Councillors, staff and inside photos of the 
Parish Hall. The photographer will be asked to attend at 6.30pm and will do the photos 
in the small hall. 
 
Councillor M Jervis provided an update with regards to the Local Plan Consultation. 
Leaflets were due to be sent to households in the next week and a series of drop in 
events had been arranged for members of the public. The dates will be advertised on 
the Parish Council website and on the Parish Council’s Facebook page. There will be 
a press release from the South Warrington Parishes group.  
 
5. Replacement bins  

The clerk reported that due to the size of the new replacement bin it could not be sited 

on London Road outside Bridgewater High School as it blocks the pavement.  

RESOLVED that; 

The Parish Council buys one replacement bin for outside Bridge Lane shops at the 

cost of up to £700.00 plus VAT.  

6. Minutes of Finance and General Purposes committee meeting and 

matters arising.  

 

RESOLVED that; 
 
The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 

Wednesday 6th October 2021, (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) 

were approved. 

RESOLVED that the following was approved by the Parish Council; 

(a) Approval of the Data Protection Policy, documentation, and data schedule. 

(b) Approval of the cybersecurity policy. 

(c) Approval of the quarterly budget report on Parish Hall income and expenditure.  

(d) Approval of the quarterly budget review of all income and expenditure.  

(e) Approval of the earmarked reserves 

(f) Approval of the five-year review of income and expenditure.  

 



 

 

7. Hiring of a Road Sweeper  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
A road sweeper would not be hired at the cost of £3,200 for four weeks.  
 

The clerk was asked to contact Warrington Borough Council to ask them to clean the 
areas highlighted by the Parish Ranger.  
 
8. Quarterly Banking Reconciliation and banking checks 
 
Councillor P Lewenz will undertake the verification of the bank reconciliation for all 
accounts as at 30th September 2021. 
 

9. Accounts for 2021/2022 and Payments Schedules 

The September 2021 statement of Receipts and Payments for the Financial Year 

2020/2021 was noted and the bank reconciliation as at 30th September 2021 were 

noted and signed by the Chair of the Parish Council.  

RESOLVED that; 

Payments as detailed on the payment schedule for October were approved.  

Payments were to be made in accordance with the payment schedule for October 

2021. 

RESOLVED that; 

The receipt for diesel for the Parish Ranger’s van for £30.10 on 13th September 2021 

was noted as missing from the accounts. A duplicate cannot be ordered and working 

practices have been amended to avoid this reoccurring in the future.  

10. Parish Hall  

(a) Procedure with regards to Hall Hirers that do not pay the Hall Hire fee. 

This will be discussed at the next Finance and General Purposes Committee in 

order to amend the terms and conditions of hire.  

RESOLVED that; 

(b) Non-cleaning of the Parish Hall. The clerk can issue an invoice for £50 Covid 

cleaning fee in the event of any Parish Hall users not signing the cleaning sheet. 

This has been previously agreed by the Parish Council but does now require 

enforcement.  

(c) The clerk had contacted seven roofing firms requesting quotes however only 

one quote had been provided. The Parish Hall roof has a large hole in it and is 

leaking.  

The Financial regs state; the Clerk/Assistant Clerk or RFO shall obtain 3 

quotations (priced descriptions of the proposed supply); where the value is below 

£5,000 and above £1,000 the Clerk/Assistant Clerk or RFO shall strive to obtain 

3 estimates.  



 

 

RESOLVED that; 

The amount of up to £2,500 was authorised for the Parish Hall roof repairs.  

The clerk was asked to obtain another quote so that the quotes could be 

compared and then the clerk in conjunction with the Chair of the Parish Council 

could then decide on the best quote and proceed with this up to the authorised 

amount of £2,500. 

The Parish Council agreed to suspend the Financial Regulations on this one 

occasion and accept two quotes in exceptional and emergency circumstances. 

The Parish Council are aware that the internal auditor asks for copies of three 

quotes for any expenditure over £1,000 and that the clerk will not be able to 

provide this on this occasion.  

11. Planning  

 

RESOLVED that; 
 
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday 21st September 

2021 and Wednesday 6th October 2021 (copies of which had been circulated to each 

Member) were approved and signed by the Chair. 

12. Events  

RESOLVED that the following were approved; 
 

(a) up to £30.00 was approved for the provision of refreshments at Appleton Thorn 

village hall following the Remembrance Sunday service.  

(b) the Risk Assessment for the Friday night concert was approved.  

(c) A press release for the concert event was approved subject to minor 

amendments.  

(d) A donation of £200 to the Royal British Legion was approved for the provision 

of wreaths, (not included in War Memorial Expenditure). 

(e) A maximum number of 60 were to be invited to the Friday night concert and 

that the Parish Council would ask for donations for the church for the concert. 

Councillor J Freeman will send a list of people to invite to the clerk. Attendance 

would be invited people only by the Parish Council.  

(f) The crosses were owned by the Parish Council as the Parish Council has paid 

for the materials for the crosses, (wood, poppies and plaques). The crosses 

would be collected after the event by the Parish Ranger and kept at Appleton 

Parish Hall for future use and as such they could not be sold by the member of 

the public.  

(g) A Christmas buffet for Parish Hall users would not be held at Appleton Parish 

Hall this year, but to have an informal Christmas meal at a restaurant instead 

paid by individual Parish Councillors.  

The clerk confirmed that she had checked the Parish Council’s insurance and the 

Parish Council were insured for non-hazardous events organised by the Parish 



 

 

Council for public liability for up to 500 attendees. Additional cover was only required 

if there were inflatables or if the attendance was over 500. 

 
13. Training  
 

RESOLVED that; 

Councillor K Critchley can attend the three Andrea Pellegram Ltd Planning training 

sessions from Cheshire Association of Local Councils on Thursday 11th November, 

Thursday 18th November and Thursday 2nd December at the cost of £90 for the three 

sessions.  

Councillor M Delaney attended the Clerks and Councillors Introduction course from 

Cheshire Association of Local Councils on 12th October at 6pm and that the 

expenditure was approved retrospectively at the cost of £25.00. 

The clerk has received a bill for Councillor G Chapman who booked herself onto the 

Chairmanship Course of Cheshire Association of Local Councils course on 6th October 

2021. However, as she did not attend, the Parish Council has been charged £25.00.  

RESOLVED that; 

The ‘no show’ £25 charge will by paid by Councillor G Chapman personally and not 

from Parish Council funds.  

The Clerk reported that Warrington Borough Council has organised free planning 

training for Parish Councillors and staff via Microsoft Teams on Thursday 4th 

November at 2pm and on Thursday 18t November at 5.30pm. 

14. Format of meetings  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The format of meetings still to be flexible. The temporary delegation to the clerk and 
assistant clerk as agreed at the Parish Council meeting on 18th May 2021 should 
continue.  
 
This item will be on the agenda every month to consider how meetings in the following 
month are conducted. 
  

15. PCSO report 

The clerk had circulated the PCSO report for the attention of the Parish Councillors. 

The clerk had asked the PCSOs to attend the Parish Council meeting but there was 

no one available.  

The clerk had already contacted the PCSOs asking for an increased presence at 

Hillcliffe for Bonfire night. Councillor J Freeman asked the clerk to submit a request for 

them to patrol Chapel Lane and around the school in Appleton Thorn around drop off 

and pick up times due to speeding in the area.  



 

 

It was noted that there had been a significant amount of fly-tipping in Appleton Thorn 

and the issue will be pursued with Warrington Borough Ward Councillors M Biggin and 

R Bate.  

Councillor J Wheeler asked for the PCSO item on the agenda to be moved to the 

beginning of the meeting. The clerk asked Councillor J Wheeler to contact the Chair 

of the Parish Council, Councillor K Critchley to discuss this request.  

16.  Motion to Appleton Parish Council to Declare an Ecological Emergency and    
Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill 
 
The motion was discussed in detail by several Parish Councillors, and it was discussed 
to look at ways that the Parish Council could make changes to be more 
environmentally friendly such as an environmental audit, to look at working practices 
and develop an environmental policy.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The Parish Council would declare an Ecological Emergency and Support the Climate 
and Ecological Emergency Bill including the following; 
 
Declare an ecological emergency.  

Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill. 

Do a press release regarding the decision.  

Write a letter to the Local MP 

Write a letter to the CEE Bill Alliance.  

 

The clerk will prepare drafts and circulate before issuing on behalf of the Parish 

Council.  

17.  Date and time of next meetings 

 

Wednesday 3rd November, Planning Committee meeting 6pm followed by Finance and 

General Purposes Committee meeting at 6.30pm. 

Concert Rehearsal at St Cross Church Saturday 30th October at 10am.  

The clerk noted that the events working party proposed date of Thursday 4th November 

was not required as there was a concert rehearsal for the War Memorial Event.  

Tuesday 16th November, Planning Committee meeting from 6.30pm following by 
Parish Council meeting at 7pm.  
 
Part Two – This contains confidential information and only Councillors and 

reporting officers were present  

 
 
18. Furlough 
 
RESOLVED that; 



 

 

 
The Booking Secretary/Cleaner would be returned from furlough from 1st October 2021 
and resume her normal working hours of sixteen hours per week.  
 
The clerk will send a letter regarding this decision to the Booking Secretary/Cleaner.  
 
19. Relief Cleaner 
 
The quotes received were discussed in detail. 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The Facilities Department of Warrington Borough Council would be awarded an 
annual contract for two sessions of two hours cleaning on Mondays and Wednesdays 
for additional cleaning due to Covid at the annual cost of of £3,142 plus VAT.  
 
Meeting ended 8.50pm.  
 
 


