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Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, WA4 5EQ 

Telephone 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Appleton Parish Council held on Tuesday 
18th May 2021 at 7pm 

 

Present: -  Councillor  K Critchley (Chair) 

Councillor S Brookes, Councillor G Chapman, Councillor C Critchley, Councillor J 

Freeman, Councillor M Jervis, Councillor P Lewenz, Councillor M Marshall and 

Councillor J Wheeler. Councillor M Browne arrived 7.50pm) 

Mrs I Derbyshire (Assistant Clerk) 

1. Election of a new Chair of the Parish Council . 

 
Councillor K Critchley be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for 2021/2022. 

 

2. Election of a new Deputy Chair of the Parish Council 

 
Councillor J Freeman be elected Deputy Chairman of the Parish Council for 
2021/2022. 
 
3. Code of Conduct  

RESOLVED that; 

The Parish Council confirms the Code of Conduct for Members adopted by Warrington 

Borough Council as the council’s code of conduct under section 27(2) and 27(3) of the 

Localism Act 2011. 

The Assistant Clerk informed all the Parish Councillors that they would have to abide 

by the Code of Conduct and to declare any interests in relation to agenda items.  

4. Acceptance of Office  
 
Each Parish Councillor was asked to complete and sign an acceptance of office form.  
 
5. Declaration of Interest Forms 
 
Each Parish Councillor was asked to complete and sign a declaration of interest form.  
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6. Members of Committees and Working parties 
 
The following members were appointed for 2021/2022: 

Planning Committee. Chairman Councillor J Freeman 
Members: Councillor K Critchley, Councillor G Chapman, Councillor M Jervis, 
Councillor C Critchley, Councillor S Brookes, Councillor M Marshall 
                                                      
Finance and General Purposes Committee. Chairman – Councillor S Brookes 
Members: - Councillor M Jervis, Councillor K Critchley, Councillor G Chapman, 
Councillor M Marshall, Councillor J Freeman, Councillor C Critchley. 
 
Working Parties  
 
Environment Working Party. Chairman – Councillor S Brookes. 
Members: Councillor P Lewenz, Councillor C Critchley, Councillor J Freeman, 
Councillor M Marshall. 
 
Employment Working Party. Chairman – Councillor S Brookes. 
Members: Councillor C Critchley, Councillor M Marshall. 
 
Events Working Party. Chairman – Councillor J Freeman. 
Members: Councillor C Critchley 
 
Councillor P Lewenz addressed the Parish Council about the Dingle area. An initial 
discussion has taken place about forming a Friends of the Dingle Group. It was still in 
the early stages and the group is looking for volunteers from both the Parish Council 
and the local community to join. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 26 May 
2021 at 9.30 via zoom. The Assistant Clerk was asked to send the zoom link to 
everyone. 
 
The Assistant Clerk addressed the Parish Council about the War Memorial Event 
which the Parish Council has committed to and gave a brief outline on what had 
previously been discussed. A budget of £1000 had already been agreed. Another 
meeting has not been scheduled yet but when it has, she will send the zoom link to 
everyone. 
 
7. Members of Outside Bodies  
 
RESOLVED that; 

The following members be appointed for 2021/2022; 

Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum – Councillors P Lewenz and C Critchley  

Parish Path Warden – Councillors C Critchley and M Marshall 

Police and Crime Commissioner Surgery Meetings – Councillor M Marshall 

Bridgewater Canal Users Group  - Councillor J Wheeler 

Manchester Airport Liaison – Councillor M Marshall 
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Pewterspear Green Trust  - Councillor M Marshall 

South Warrington Parish Liaison Group (Local Plan Group) – Councillors J Freeman 

and M Jervis. 

Rethinking South Warrington Group. – no names put forward. Councillor J Wheeler 

stated that people would attend as individuals and not as representatives of the Parish 

Council but said it was an important group to be part of. 

Stretton and Appleton Thorn IBF Liaison (SATIL) Group – Councillor S Brookes. 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council Meeting of Appleton Parish Council 
held on Tuesday 18th May 2021  

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
 

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor K Critchley welcomed everyone to the 

meeting. Councillor T Stansfield sent his apology for the meeting which was accepted. 

The Chairman stated that he looked forward to working with the existing members who 

had represented the Parish Council in the past and he hoped that everyone would 

work well to do their best to serve the residents of Appleton. 

2. Members Code of Conduct 
 

There were no declarations of interest.  

3. Public Participation  

 
A director of the Lumb Brook Millennium Green Ltd who had applied for a grant from 
the Parish Council addressed the meeting with a short introduction about the company 
and to answer any queries they may have either about the company and/or the grant 
application. (Please see item 16 Grant Application). 
 
The homeowner of 8 Wood Lane, Appleton (Please see item 6 Planning – 
2021/39294) addressed the meeting about their intended plans to their property and 
to answer any queries that the Parish Council may have about it.  
 
Councillor M Browne arrived at 7.50pm. 
 
 

4. Minutes of Annual Parish Council meeting and last Parish Council 

meeting and matters arising  

 
Members who were on the Parish Council before 6th May 2021 clarified that the 

following minutes were true copies. 

RESOLVED that; 
 



 

4 
 

The Minutes of the Parish Council’s Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 20th April 
2021 (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were approved and 
signed by the Chair. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
The Clerk had received confirmation from the Chief Executive of Warrington Borough 
Council that the £25,000 funding from the Inland Border Facility had no specific terms, 
timescale or conditions on its use. The letter was read out at the meeting. For 
information, the funds have not been received yet. 
 
The Clerk had contacted Warrington Borough Council regarding the lack of footpath 
between Blackcap roundabout and Walnut Tree Lane on Stretton Road in Appleton 
Thorn. Warrington Borough Council had replied stating that there were no Section 106 
funds available to  fund a footpath.  
 
The following was read out at the meeting, taken from an email from Mike Taylor, 
Transport Development Control Team Leader. 
 
S106 contributions were secured from the Bloor Homes, the Appleton Cross 
Development and other developments in the area but these were sought to provide 
public transport improvements, signage to the car parking for the Walled Gardens, 
signage for road safety/speed control on Lumb Brook Road, vehicle actuated signage 
to reinforce the 30mph limit on Stretton Road and a signalised pedestrian crossing on 
Witherwin Avenue. Unfortunately, there are no other current developments in the area 
that could be used to fund a footway on Stretton Road at this time. 

 

The Clerk had been unable to submit a request to Warrington Borough Council to 

locally list Wrights Green Cottages, as the exact house numbers had not been 

confirmed.  Councillor J Wheeler advised that she obtain the house numbers and send 

to the clerk.  

 

Councillor J Wheeler advised of an action plan that had been started by the previous 

Council. She will circulate the Plan to date, for everyone to review.  
 

5. Minutes of Finance and General Purposes committee meeting and 

matters arising.  

 

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 

Thursday 6th May 2021 (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were 

not approved as there were amendments.  

Councillor Jervis queried why both the Finance & General Purposes Meeting and 
Planning Meeting were held at 9.30am on 6 May. It was agreed to amend the Finance 
& General Purposes Meeting to 9.45am. This meeting had followed the Planning 
Meeting.  
 
Item 5, Parish Council Insurance was not clear. It was agreed to amend to: 
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Resolved that the Parish Council takes a three agreement with Zurich for the Parish 
Council insurance. The cost of the insurance from 1st June 2021 to 31st May 2022 is 
£1504.28. 
 

6. Planning  
 

Members who were on the Parish Council before 6th May 2021 clarified that the 

following minutes were true copies. 

RESOLVED that; 
 
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 26th April 2021 (copies of 

which had been circulated to each Member) were approved and signed by the Chair. 

 
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 6th May 2021 were not 

approved as there were amendments.  

RESOLVED that; 
 
The following planning applications were information only; 

2021/39322, 375 London Road, Appleton, WA4 5HP. Lawful Development Certificate 

- Proposed demolition of existing extension and construction of single storey rear 

extension. Information Only.  

The following planning application have no objections; 

2021/39235, Dennow Cottage, Firs Lane, Appleton, WA4 5LF. Householder - 

Proposed first floor rear extension and raise roof ridge height. (Previous application 

submitted March 2021, 2021/38562 no objections from Planning Committee). 

2021/39292, 15 Lyons Lane, Appleton, WA4 5JG. Householder - Retention of front 

and rear dormers to previously approved garage. 

2021/39271, 10 Waverley Avenue, Appleton, WA4 3BN. Householder - Demolition of 

existing garage and erection of garden outbuilding.   

2021/39294, 8 Wood Lane, Appleton, WA4 3DB. Householder - Proposed Two storey 

side extension and proposed Porch. 

2021/39332, 14 Lyons Lane, Appleton, WA4 5JG. Householder - Single storey 

extension to front and rear with balcony above the rear extension (Resubmission of 

2020/37415) 

2021/39180, Oak Lodge 1 Windmill Lane, Appleton, WA4 5JN. Householder - 

Proposed conservatory to the rear elevation. Amended plans received, no objections 

previously submitted.  

2021/39336, Dingle Farm, Dingle Lane, Appleton, WA4 3HR. Full Planning - Change 

of house type approved via 2019/35683 (varied by 2021/38688) to change the 

detached unit for a pair of semi-detached units. 
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2021/39284, The Bungalow, Windmill Lane, Appleton, WA4 5JN. Householder- 

Retrospective raised patio area to rear garden. 

Members of the Planning Committee are keen to attend Planning Training and the 

Clerk will attend to this matter. 

7. Accounts for 2020/2021 

This item to be deferred until the June meeting. 
 
8. Accounts  
 
This item to be deferred until the June meeting. 
 
9.      Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/2021 – Section One 

Annual Governance Statement  
 

This item to be deferred until the June meeting. 
 
10. Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/2021 Section Two –    

Accounting Statements  
 
This item to be deferred until the June meeting. 
 
Councillor M Jervis also asked that Earmarked Reserves are on the next Finance and 
General Purposes meeting agenda. 

 

11. General Power of Competence 
 

RESOLVED that; 
 
The General Power of Competence was adopted for Appleton Parish Council following 
the election. 
 
12. Format of Parish Council meetings 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
This item will be on the agenda every month to consider how meetings in the following 
month are conducted. 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
For the following month 
 
June 2021 Monthly Meeting - Face to Face 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The following temporary scheme of delegation was put in place to delegate authority 
to the clerk/assistant clerk for the following committee meetings. 
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Planning Meetings – Zoom 
Finance & General Purposes Meeting – Zoom 
 
The Temporary Scheme of Delegation was adopted as per the following; 

 

Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 provides: 
 

1. That a Council may delegate its powers (except those incapable of delegation) to a 
committee or an officer. 

2. A Committee may delegate its powers to an officer. 

3. Any delegation to a Committee or the Proper Officer shall be exercised in 

compliance with the Council’s Standing Orders, any other policies or conditions 

imposed by the Council and within the law. 

4. The Proper Officer may nominate another named Officer to carry out any powers 

and duties, which have been, delegated to that Officer.   

5. In an emergency the Proper Officer is empowered to carry out any function of the 

Council 

6. Where officers are contemplating any action under delegated powers, which is likely 

to have a significant impact in a particular area, they should also consult the 

Members, and must ensure that they obtain appropriate legal, financial, and other 

specialist advice before action is taken. 

6. As a temporary measure, to allow for effective decision making whilst Covid-19 

restrictions and considerations are in place, the Proper Officer is empowered to 

take all decisions recommend to them by the Parish Council. 

7. This empowerment does not affect the delegations already in place via Standing 

Orders or Financial regulations. 

8. The Proper Officer may not take additional decisions that would normally be taken 

by the Parish Council unless that Parish Council has met in a meeting suitably 

convened under the requirements of the Local Government Act 1972, and made 

available to the public to view (where not covered by confidentiality) and expressly 

agreed for that decision to be enacted via this temporary delegation. 

9. The following items are reserved for Full Council decision only and cannot be 

delegated to an Officer. 

• To appoint the Chairman and Vice-Chairman in May each year 

• To sign off the Governance Statement by 30 June each year 

• To set the Precept 

• To appoint the Head of Paid Service (Clerk) 

• To make byelaws 

• To borrow money 

• To consider any matter required by law to be considered by Council. 

 
Information meetings will continue monthly virtually, and recommendations made to 
the clerk/assistant clerk. At the next face to face meeting of the Parish Council, the 
temporary scheme of delegation will end, and all the recommendations will be ratified 
and confirmed by the Parish Council. 
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Any Working Party meetings, will, for the time be held via zoom as no decisions can 
be made at these meetings. 
 
16. Grant application for £2,500 from Lumb Brook Millennium Green Ltd 
 
Councillor K Critchley thanked the director of Lumb Brook Millennium Green Ltd for 

their address earlier on and asked if the Parish Council could arrange a site visit with 

the directors to gain a better understanding of the limited company and their needs 

which would help in making a decision about the grant application. The Chairman 

asked that all members be invited to the site visit. 

The Director confirmed that she will write to the clerk, advising of suitable dates which 

can then be circulated to all parish council members. 

The Assistant Clerk advised the meeting of the usual process of grant awarding within 

the Parish Council.  The Finance & General Purposes Committee discuss the 

application who will then make recommendations to full council. 

 
13. Vacant Seat for Cobbs & Hillcliffe Ward  

RESOLVED that; 

The co-option procedure was confirmed as including in the Standing Orders.  

RESOLVED that; 

The vacant seat will be advertised with a closing date of Friday 11th June 2021 at 12 

noon.  

14. Banking  

RESOLVED that; 
 
Following the departure of Councillor S Benger and Councillor B Axcell both parties 
should be removed with immediate effect from all the Parish Council’s bank accounts.  
 
The Assistant Clerk reported that more authorised signatures were required for the 
banking.  
 
RESOLVED that; 

Councillor G Chapman, Councillor S Brookes and Councillor M Marshall were added 

to the Parish Council bank accounts for the NatWest bank and internet banking as 

authorised signatures to authorise payments for the Parish Council. 

For the NatWest current account and internet banking it was; 

RESOLVED that; 

The Authorised Signatories in the current mandate, for the accounts detailed in section 
1.3, be changed in accordance with 
section Authorised Signatories. 
And the current mandate will continue as amended. 
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15. Press Release  
 
Councillor M Jervis would like some minor amendments to the Press Release. It was 
agreed that he will forward the amendments to the clerk for her to circulate to all 
members for approval, before it is sent to the Press. 
 

17.  Date and time of next meeting 

 
Tuesday 15th June 2021 at 7pm.   
 
RESOLVED that; 

All evening meetings will now be held at 7pm. 
 
 
 


