
 

 

Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, WA4 5EQ 

Telephone 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting of Appleton Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 7pm 

 

Present: -  Councillor J Wheeler (Chair) 

Councillor K Arnett, Councillor B Axcell, Councillor I Axcell, Councillor S Benger, 

Councillor J Price, Councillor P Lewenz, Councillor R Johnson, Councillor J Walker 

and Councillor P Walker. 

Mrs. J Monks (Clerk) and Mrs I Derbyshire (Assistant Clerk) 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

 
Councillor J Wheeler welcomed everyone to the meeting. The clerk confirmed that the 
meeting was being recorded. The Clerk reported that she had received an apology 
from Councillor M Browne as he was unable to attend the Parish Council meeting. 
 
 
2. Chair’s report on the past year 

Councillor J Wheeler’s report was as follows; 

I will begin by thanking the Deputy Chair of the Parish Council and Chair of the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee, Councillor Peter Walker and all members of the 
Parish Council for all time, dedication and commitment they have given to residents 
and the Parish Council this year.   
 
I must also give a special mention to our hard working and dedicated staff: our Clerk, 
Joanne Monks, our Assistant Clerk, Irene Derbyshire, Catrin Middleton, the Caretaker 
and Bookings Secretary for the Parish Hall and David Pearce, our Parish Ranger. The 
past year has been unprecedented, often challenging and often difficult. 
We have all had to adapt to new ways of working and I think everyone has coped 
magnificently. 
I am proud that we have always held our monthly Parish Council meetings, our monthly 
Financial and General Purposes Committee meetings and our fortnightly Planning 
Committee meetings. We may have struggled with the unknown concept of Zoom last 
April but gradually, via computer, tablet, iPad and phone, we are now old hands at 
virtual meetings. However, we look forward very much this year to meeting in person 
at the Parish Hall. 
 
Special thanks must be given to Appleton Independent Methodist who led a sterling 
effort in the early days of Lockdown helping the local community. 
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Apart from not being able to hold meetings in real life, one of the first casualties of the 
Pandemic and Lockdown was our decision to close the Parish Hall on 23rd March 
2020. The Parish Hall and its many users are the heart of our Parish. We have missed 
them so much and as a responsible Parish Council we reviewed the ever-changing 
guidelines on reopening on what seemed to be a daily basis. We concluded that we 
were never in a position to safely open the Hall without putting our users and staff at 
risk. However, the Hall has now been deep cleaned and we look forward to reopening 
as soon as we feel it is safe to do so and welcome our users back. 
 
Financially the Parish Council has taken a hit as we usually receive around £18,000 
from Hall hire fees. However, Joanne has managed to obtain over £19,000 in grant 
money from various sources to boost our income.  
Sadly, we did have to furlough Catrin and David for periods of time during the 
Pandemic and again I must thank Joanne for her diligence in keeping up with the 
guidance. 
We continue to support staff on any training necessary for their jobs. 
Our congratulations must go to Irene who has been awarded her Society of Local 
Council Clerks qualification. 
 
Parish Council life did go on, albeit in different ways. 
 
The Parish Council continued to be represented on and contribute to, the South 
Warrington Parishes Liaison Group to fight the Borough Council’s Proposed Version 
of the Local Plan which will have such a devastating effect on the open space and 
Green Belt in Appleton. We know that delay and now proposed revision of that Plan 
may in some measures have been due to the local Parishes working together for a 
common aim. 
Success came in November last year with the rejection of Stobart’s Planning Appeal 
by the Planning Inspector thus protecting some Green Belt at Appleton Thorn, but the 
fight goes on with the 6:56 development. We will continue to fight to preserve the 
Green Belt in Appleton. 
 
Last summer came the news of the establishment of an Inland Border Facility on the 
former Shearing’s Site. HMRC engaged with the Parish Council from the outset and 
despite initial concerns, the impact so far on the local community has been low. 
Money for mitigation measures from HMRC has been allocated through Warrington 
Borough Council to include measures to combat litter, tree planting schemes, speed 
checks and monitoring of HGVs through the village.   
 
Through co-option, we welcomed one new Councillor Rod Johnson in 2019 and two 
new Councillors this year -  Peter Lewenz and Mark Browne whose skills and abilities 
will be put to good use and they have already been put through various online training 
courses. 
This May sees a major change on the Parish Council, as eight of our current 
Councillors - Judith, Sandra, Brian, Irina, Ken, John, Gary and Rod are stepping down. 
Between them, they have 135 years serving the community and their contribution and 
dedication will be very much missed. New Councillors in May will be walking in the 
footsteps of giants.  
 



 

 

We continue to work closely with our two PCSO's Dave and Phil and value the role 
that they play in the life of our community. We appreciate the monthly reports they 
submit for our meetings which reinforce that Appleton is a safe and pleasant place to 
live with a low level of crime. 
 
We continue to protect our Community and have successfully listed Assets of 
Community Value: the Thorn Inn, the Lumb Brook Millennium Green field and the 
rugby field on Bridge Lane.   
 
We attended and laid our wreath at the Remembrance Services at St Cross along with 
other members of the community. 
 
Our Book Swap at Bridge Lane proved very popular during Lockdown as shops were 
shut, so we opened a smaller one in our bus shelter at Wright’s Green which now has 
its own Facebook page. 
 
We have given grants and donations this year to Brampton Lodge, St  Cross Church 
for a new flagpole, LiveWire, Warrington Foodbank, the British Legion, St Mary 
Magdalene’s Church and continue to support the Broomfields Youth Project, Stockton 
Heath Library and the Lumb Brook Millennium Green,    
 
After a difficult birth, we now have a new Website which is easier to manage and 
update and we have joined the ranks of Facebook with our own page. 
 
We are an active Parish Council which aims to adapt to all the challenges that come 
our way in an effort to represent our residents to the best of our ability and also to 
engage as much as possible with those we represent.  I am sure that next year will be 
just as busy and challenging as the year that has just gone past, but I know we are all 
up for that challenge. 
 
Thank you all, once again, for all that you do. 
 

3. Open discussion on Parish matters 

 
None.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, WA4 5EQ 

Telephone 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

Minutes of the monthly Parish meeting of Appleton Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 7pm 

 
 
Present: -  Councillor J Wheeler (Chair) 

Councillor K Arnett, Councillor B Axcell, Councillor I Axcell, Councillor S Benger, 

Councillor J Price, Councillor P Lewenz, Councillor R Johnson, Councillor T Stansfield 

(from 8.05pm agenda item ten onwards), Councillor J Walker and Councillor P Walker. 

Mrs. J Monks (Clerk) and Mrs I Derbyshire (Assistant Clerk) 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

 
Councillor J Wheeler welcomed everyone to the meeting. The clerk confirmed that the 
meeting was being recorded. The clerk reported that she had received an apology 
from Councillor M Browne as he was unable to attend the Parish Council meeting. 
 

2. Members Code of Conduct 

 
Councillor J Wheeler declared that she was a member of Development Control 
Management Committee at Warrington Borough Council. As such she did not take 
part in any discussion or decision regarding planning applications.  
 
Councillor P Walker declared that he was a substitute member of the Development 
Control Management Committee at Warrington Borough Council. As such he did not 
take part in any discussion or decision regarding planning applications.  

 

3. Public Participation  

 
No members of the public were present.  
 
4. Presentation from Environmental Services Manager at Warrington 

Borough Council  

The Environment Services Manager of Warrington Borough Council addressed the 

Parish Council with regards to the services he provides and staff he manages for 

Warrington Borough Council. The Environment Services Manager is keen to work in 

partnership with the Parish Council on The Dingle in order to improve the area. The 

Environmental Services Manager confirmed that there was no improvement plan in 

place for The Dingle as funding and resources were limited.  
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Councillor J Price reported that he had inspected The Dingle and had produced a list 

of issues and he had taken photos. The Assistant Clerk will send these to the 

Environment Services Manager for his attention.  

The Environmental Services Manager reported that they have been undertaking a tree 

stock and a Tree Risk Management inspection of all trees in the borough. Some 

funding for replacement trees had been acquired from the Inland Border Facility and 

other funds had been provided from Parish Councils for additional tree planting as 

Warrington Borough Council had no funds for new tree planting.  

The Environment Services Manager reported that there had been a dramatic increase 

in the amount of litter due to Covid and this had caused ongoing issues with 

overflowing bins especially with limited staff resources. Several Parish Councils were 

looking at replacement bins with larger capacity in order to resolve these issues. It was 

however not possible to cater for additional bins due to staffing resources.  

Councillor R Johnson informed the Environment Services Manager that the footpath 

near to Blackcap in Appleton Thorn was overgrown and that this had been previously 

reported to Warrington Borough Council. This matter would be looked into.  

The clerk thanked the Environment Services Manager and his team for their hard work 

in the Appleton area through the difficult Covid period.  

 5. Replacement tree planting  

 
The assistant clerk reported that Warrington Borough Council had quoted £1,322 per 
tree. The type of tree and proposed locations have yet to be determined.   
 
6. Inland Border Facility  
 
No representative of the Stretton and Appleton Thorn Inland Border Facility Liaison 
(SATIL) Group was in attendance, the clerk had circulated a report prior to the Parish 
Council meeting.  
 

7. PCSO / Police report 

 
The clerk had circulated the PCSO report for the attention of all the Parish Councillors. 
Councillor J Wheeler reported that the level of crime was low and that there had been 
a vicious dog attack which was being investigated by Cheshire Police.  

 

8. Minutes of last Parish Council meeting and matters arising  

 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The Minutes of the Parish Council’s monthly meeting held on Tuesday 16th March 
2021 (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were approved and 
signed by the Chair. 
 



 

 

Councillor J Wheeler reported that the issue with the flooding on the path from Willow 
Lane to the Co-op still had not been resolved with the site owners and she will chase 
up.  
 
Councillor P Lewenz reported that he had received a complaint regarding the bus 
shelter on Bridge Lane. The clerk stated the expenditure has now been approved to 
renovate the bus shelter and the anti-social behaviour had been reported to the 
PCSOs. The resident concerned wants the bus shelter removed, however the clerk 
informed the Parish Council that the bus shelter was currently is use and was an 
operational bus stop used by residents.  
 

9. Minutes of Finance and General Purposes committee meeting and 

matters arising.  

 

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 

Thursday 1st April 2021 (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were 

approved and signed by the Chair. 

Councillor T Stansfield arrived at the meeting at 8.05pm. 

 
10. Parish Hall and Covid-19 
 
The clerk reported that she was in the process of applying for further grants which 
were available from Central Government and was in the process of preparing a 
reopening plan as requested by the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 1st 
April 2021. 
 
11. Lone Working and Diversity Policies 
 
Following the recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
meeting on 1st April 2021 it was; 
 
RESOLVED; 
 
That the Parish Council adopt the lone working and diversity policies.  
 

12. Grant application for hot meals to front line hospital staff from Appleton 
Indian Community Society  

 
Following the recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
meeting on 1st April 2021 it was; 
 
RESOLVED; 
 
That a grant of £200 was awarded for hot meals to front line hospital staff from 
Appleton Indian Community Society.  
 
 



 

 

13. Funding from Warrington Borough Council for litter picking  
 
The clerk has received an email dated 1st April 2021 from the Chief Executive of 
Warrington Borough Council regarding additional funding that they have received to 
mitigate the potential impacts on the area as a result of the Inland Border Facility being 
located at Appleton Thorn. The Chief Executive of Warrington Borough Council has 
decided as part of this funding to make a contribution of £25,000 to Appleton Parish 
Council.  
 
The clerk was asked to send a letter to the Chief Executive of Warrington Borough 
Council for clarification on what the funds could be used for.  
 
14. Lack of a footpath between Blackcap roundabout and Walnut Tree Lane 

on Stretton Road Appleton Thorn 

RESOLVED that; 

The Parish Council would contact Warrington Borough Council requesting the 

installation of a footpath between Blackcap roundabout and Walnut Tree Lane on 

Stretton Road in Appleton Thorn.  

The clerk was asked to request if there was any Section 106 funds available to fund 

this new footpath.  

15.  Request to locally list Wrights Green Cottages 

 

Councillor J Wheeler asked the Parish Council to locally list the cottages on Wrights 

Green, however the house numbers were not known. Councillor J Wheeler stated that 

she thought that these were built as part of the Arley estate as agricultural cottages.  

 

RESOLVED that; 

 

The Parish Council would submit a request to the Development Control Department 

of Warrington Borough Council requesting their consideration to locally list the 

cottages on Wrights Green.  

 

Once the exact house numbers are confirmed, the clerk can then submit a request to 

Warrington Borough Council.  

 

16. Planning  
 

RESOLVED that; 
 
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 29th March 2021 

and 12th April 2021 (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were 

approved and signed by the Chair. 

 

 



 

 

17. Environmental improvements Appleton Thorn  

The volunteers at Appleton Thorn, locally known as ‘Team Thorn’ were thanked for 
their continued work in the village. It was recognised that they undertake a significant 
amount of work which included planting and improvements for the village.  

RESOLVED that; 

The amount of £150.00 was to be allocated for expenditure for village 
improvements/planting for Appleton Thorn to enable the volunteers to purchase items 
as and when required. These funds were to be taken from the Environment 
Improvement budget for 2021/2022.  

18. Clerk’s Report and approve of accounts and payments 

 
The March 2021 statement of Receipts and Payments for the Financial Year 

2020/2021 was noted and the Members noted the Bank Statement as at 31st March 

2021. 

RESOLVED that; 

Payments were to be made in accordance with the payment schedule for April 2021. 

The clerk confirmed that Councillor J Walker undertook the verification of the bank 

reconciliations for all accounts as at 31st March 2021.  

The clerk confirmed that the woodland on Lyons Lane/Park Crescent in Appleton has 
now been listed as an Asset of Community Value by Warrington Borough Council.  

The clerk had received an email from a resident regarding the planting of wildflower 
meadows on 21st April 2021 and a copy of the email had been circulated to all the 
Parish Councillors for their attention.  

The clerk received an email dated 20th July from the Company Secretary of Pewterspear 

Green Trust regarding their annual AGM on 11th May at 6.30pm by zoom. The Parish 

Council have Mr Webster as a nominated member and Councillor J Wheeler as the 

elected member. Councillor J Wheeler confirmed that she would continue as the elected 

member until after the AGM in May and then a new elected member could be appointed 

by the Parish Council in the May Parish Council meeting. The clerk was asked to advise 

Pewterspear Green Trust accordingly.  

 

19. Ramp at Parish Hall  
 
Councillor J Wheeler had received one complaint from a resident stating that the ramp 
at the Parish Hall was noisy.  
 
The assistant clerk will try and obtain three quotes in order to reduce the noise for the 

next Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting.  



 

 

20. Appleton Thorn Prison  
 
Councillor J Wheeler reported that herself and Warrington Borough Councillor R Bate 
had met with the Deputy Governor of HMP Thorn Cross regarding residents’ 
complaints about recent escapes and drug drop offs. Councillor J Wheeler reported 
that there had been issues due to Covid 19 and restrictions on inmates and there were 
changes due at the prison.  
 
21.  War Memorial commemorations update 
 
There was an informal meeting on 25th March with Parish Council representatives and 
two members of the public. A further meeting will be arranged.  
 
A prototype of the crosses had been made by Councillor J Price and discussions had 
been held with HMP Thorn Cross and they have agreed to make the crosses in their 
workshop.  
 
The Assistant Clerk had been researching a plaque however the choice was endless 
and further details would be required before any quote could be obtained.  
 
22. Banking  
 
The clerk reported that Councillor P Lewenz is set up for internet banking for the 
current account. Councillor T Stansfield and Councillor M Browne have not yet 
completed their forms and need to log in to the internet banking.  
 
23. Annual Plan  
 
Councillor J Wheeler reported that she is in the process of producing an Annual Plan 
for the Parish Council for consideration at the May meeting.  

 

24. Parish and Borough Councillors Reports 

 

Several Parish Councillors expressed thanks to the Parish Council for the framed 

certificates and cards they had received as leaving presents.  

Councillor P Lewenz thanked the Assistant Clerk for her work to date with The Dingle 

in Appleton.  

Councillor T Stansfield reported that the hedges on Arley Road over the motorway 

bridge required cutting back and was causing visibility issues for drivers. The clerk 

was asked to report this to the Highways Department of Warrington Borough Council 

for their attention.  

Councillor J Wheeler informed the Parish Council that she had found a dead badger 

on London Road and this had been reported accordingly.  

The Chair, Councillor J Wheeler expressed thanks to all the retiring Parish Councillors 

on behalf of the Parish Council.  



 

 

25.  Date and time of next meeting 

 
Tuesday 18th May 2021, Annual meeting at 7.00pm followed by the Monthly Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
Meeting ended at 8.46pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


