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Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, Warrington, 

Cheshire WA4 5EQ 

Telephone / Fax 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of Appleton Parish Council held 
on Tuesday 18th April 2017 at 7.15pm at 

Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road Appleton 
 
Present: -  Councillor B Axcell (Chairman) 

Councillor K Arnett, Councillor J Bilsland, Councillor S Harris, Councillor P Walker, 

Councillor J Walker and J Wheeler.  

Mrs. J Monks (Clerk) and one PCSO.   

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
 
Councillor B Axcell welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting.  
 
Councillor B Axcell reminded all the Parish Councillors and members of the public 
that the use of mobile phones was prohibited during a meeting and all Parish 
Councillors were asked to use the microphones when speaking.  
 
Councillor J Price sent his apology as he was unable to attend as he was away on 
holiday. Councillor D Edwards sent her apology as she was ill and was unable to 
attend. Councillor A Cross sent his apology as he was unable to attend due to family 
commitments. Councillor S Benger sent her apology as she was unable to attend as 
she was on holiday.  Councillor I Axcell sent her apology as she was away due to a 
funeral, Councillor T Stansfield sent his apology as she was unable to attend due to 
work commitments.  
 
1. Chairman’s report on the past year.  
 
Councillor B Axcell read the following Chairman’s report; 
 
First, I would like to thank the Deputy Chairman of the Parish Council, Sandra 
Benger and all the other members of the Parish Council for all they have done in the 
past year.  Over the past 12 months they have all done a great deal for the benefit of 
the residents we represent. 
 
We have been superbly supported by our paid staff: our Clerk, Mrs Joanne Monks, 
our Assistant Clerk, Mr Peter Briggs, Mrs. Catrin Middleton, the Caretaker and 
Bookings Secretary for the Parish Hall and Mr David Pearce, our Parish Ranger.  
The work load for all our staff has increased significantly in the past year, Parish Hall 
bookings are at an all-time high, we have been consulted on far more planning 
applications than in recent years, four of them very large ones, we have had the 
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neighbourhood Plan for Appleton Thorn and we have had to do more in the 
environmental area as the Borough Council has reduced its activities in the Parish.  
We are very grateful to our staff for the way they have dealt with the extra workload. 
 
Members of the Parish Council attend monthly Parish Council meetings and attend 
Committee meetings for Planning, Environment and Finance & General Purposes to 
look in detail at various matters. In addition, many of the Councillors undertake other 
voluntary duties and the Parish Council also nominates representatives to other 
outside Bodies. 
 
During the 12 months to March 2017, the Parish Council’s Planning Committee has 
considered over 180 planning applications. As I have already said, this year has 
seen some significant planning applications, 79 houses proposed by Bloor Homes in 
the field in the centre of Appleton Thorn plus three very large planning applications 
by the Homes & Communities Agency: 180 houses at Pewterspear in Stretton, 370 
houses at Appleton Cross and 400 houses at Grappenhall Heys. Two of these 
planning applications are just outside Appleton, one in Stretton, one in Grappenhall 
& Thelwall but they would all have a big impact on the life of Appleton residents.  
Reviewing the plans takes up a considerable amount of time and my thanks go to 
the members of the Planning Committee for their assistance in this; I personally have 
always found the views of the Planning Committee very helpful. 
 
When an objection is raised to a planning application, a member of the Parish 
Council attends the Warrington Borough Council Development Management 
Committee meeting to explain the views made by the Members; this is another 
commitment.   
 
This year has seen referendum for the Neighbourhood Plan for Appleton Thorn. All 
the Councillors involved and in particularly the chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan 
group, Mr Keith Brown and the CARE group, particularly Mr Alan Murray and Dr 
Kevin McAloon are thanked for their invaluable role in this. This clearly has had a 
significant impact in limiting the developer’s plans for the field at Appleton Thorn.  
 
The Environment Committee meets regularly and my thanks go to all the members 
and Councillor J Wheeler, Chair of the Committee, for their additional work.  May I 
also thank ‘Team Thorn’ – Mr. Syd Edwards and colleagues for all their work in 
keeping the centre of Appleton Thorn clean and tidy.  
 
The Finance & General Purposes Committee has overseen the finances of the 
Parish Council and the management of the Hall which has had a further very 
successful year. I would also like to thank Councillor Peter Walker for chairing the 
Finance Committee meetings. 
 
The Parish precept for 2017/2018 has been agreed with an increase from £17 to £25 
per Band D property. This decision was not taken lightly, but the Parish precept has 
remained at £17.00 per Band property for the last seven years and for the last two 
years’ reserves have been used to cover costs. In addition to this, the 2017/2018 
precept in similar parishes, for example Lymm, Stockton Heath and Grappenhall & 
Thelwall Parish Council, are all more than £25.00. The chief reason for the increase 
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is that the Parish Council requires additional funds for more environmental work in 
the Parish.  
 
The Parish Council newsletter has been re-vamped and two Parish Newsletters were 
produced and delivered to all homes in Appleton. We are particularly grateful to our 
Parish Clerk, whose desk-top publishing skills have enabled us to modernise the 
newsletter.  Thank you to all the Parish Councillors who have contributed articles for 
the two editions.  
 
The Appleton Parish Hall Community Library continues to be successful with an 
increasing number of visitors on a Tuesday morning and I wish to extend huge 
thanks to all the volunteers and particularly the members of Appleton Independent 
Methodist Church who run the coffee morning at the same time.  
 
The Parish Council together with Grappenhall & Thelwall, Lymm and Stockton Heath 
Parish Councils has continued to provide funds to support the provision of nine 
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in those areas. Many thanks go to the 
PCSOs Dave Mahon, Phil Hilton and Sarah Brown, for their attendance at Parish 
Council meetings and for the monthly surgeries at the Co-op, Broomfield’s Sheltered 
Housing and at the café on Bridge Lane.   
 
On a final note, I would like to thank everyone involved with the Parish Council and 
look forward to another busy year ahead.  
 
2. Open discussion on Parish matters.  
 
None. 
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Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, Warrington, 

Cheshire WA4 5EQ 

Telephone / Fax 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting of Appleton Parish Council 

held on Tuesday 18th April 2017 at 7.30pm at 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road Appleton 

 
Present: -  Councillor B Axcell (Chairman) 

Councillor K Arnett, Councillor J Bilsland, Councillor S Harris, Councillor P Walker, 

Councillor J Walker and J Wheeler.  

Mrs. J Monks (Clerk) and one PCSO.   

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
 
Councillor B Axcell welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting.  
 
Councillor B Axcell reminded all the Parish Councillors and members of the public 
that the use of mobile phones was prohibited during a meeting and all Parish 
Councillors were asked to use the microphones when speaking. Councillor J Price 
sent his apology as he was unable to attend as he was away on holiday. Councillor 
D Edwards sent her apology as she was ill and was unable to attend. Councillor A 
Cross sent his apology as he was unable to attend due to family commitments. 
Councillor S Benger sent her apology as she was unable to attend as she was on 
holiday.  Councillor I Axcell sent her apology as she was away due to a funeral, 
Councillor T Stansfield sent his apology as she was unable to attend due to work 
commitments.  
 
2. Members Code of Conduct 
 
None declared.  
 
3. PCSO / Police report 
 
As the PCSOs for Appleton were unable to attend a PCSO from Grappenhall & 
Thelwall attended the Parish Council meeting. The PCSO in attendance reported 
that the priorities for April were youth anti-social behaviour and speeding. As the 
school holidays traditionally see an increase in anti-social behaviour the PCSOs 
planned to increase patrols in parks and around the leisure centre and any other 
areas which attract large gatherings. Dispersals will be issued where required and 
parents of troublesome youths will be contacted and will be made aware of the 
behaviour.  
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The following were incidents of note in the last thirty days; 
Five reports of anti-social behaviour of which four related to the school holidays. 
One burglary was reported in Appleton Thorn and one attempted burglary on Ash 
Lane. There had been two reports of criminal activity and there had been public 
order incidents and issues with anti-fracking protesters at the industrial estate. There 
had been two attempted thefts and one bike theft.  
 
Councillor B Axcell raised an issue with regards to cars speeding on London Road 
and the increased use of motorbikes in the warmer weather.  
 
Councillor B Axcell also raised an issue with regards to dog fouling on Dipping Brook 
Avenue and asked if the PCSOs could monitor and issue fixed penalty notices to any 
offenders.  
 
The PCSO was thanked for his report and his attendance at the Parish Council 
meeting.  
 
4. Public Participation.  
 
No member of the public wished to speak at this point. 
 
5. Planning  
 
The recommendations of the Planning Committee on applications received since the 

last meeting were accepted and it was 

RESOLVED that; 

The following recommendations be forwarded to the Development Control Manager, 

Environment and Regeneration, Warrington Borough Council.  

No Objections to the following applications – 

2016/29087. Land south of Beech Cottage, Cann Lane South, Appleton, Warrington, 

WA4 5NQ. Full Planning - Proposed excavation of site to road level. Construction of 

single storey detached four-bedroom house with converted loft space along with 

basement with underground parking (re-submission of application 2016/28055).  

2017/30001, 409 London Road, Appleton, WA4 5DN. Householder - Proposed 

removal of existing 5 kerb stones in front of 409 and 411 London road and replace 

with dropped kerbs, removal of grass verge and replace with tarmac.  

2017/30029, 22B Lyons Lane, Appleton, WA4 5JG, Householder - Proposed small 

ground floor window.  

2017/30078, 54 Kingsley Drive, Appleton, WA4 5AF. Householder- 

Proposed construction of a pitched roof over existing flat roofed garage to facilitate 

first floor accommodation within roof space, front/rear dormers and front porch.  

2017/30031, 7 Lyons Lane, Appleton, WA4 5JG, Householder - Proposed Single and 

two storey rear extension with juliet balcony including demolition of existing 

conservatory. Amended plans received.  
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2017/30052, 39 Highfield Avenue, Appleton, WA4 5DX. Full Planning - Proposed 

single storey front and rear extensions plus construction of pitched roof over garage. 

2017/30129, 384 London Road, Appleton, WA4 5PW. Householder - Proposed First 

floor side extension. 

2017/30145, 26 Chessington Close, Appleton, WA4 5HG. Householder - Proposed 

single storey rear extension to detached house to provide new open plan kitchen 

family dining space and new study area. 

2017/30165, Byreworth Windmill Lane, Appleton, Warrington, WA4 5JN.  

Householder - Proposed demolition and rebuilding of existing garage including 

Proposed bedroom with roof scape. 

2017/30226, 6 Cliffe Road, Appleton, Warrington, WA4 5AQ Householder - 

Proposed demolition of existing garage and re-build of new utility /Store. 

The Parish Council raised concerns to the following applications; 

2017/30060, 78 Birchdale Road, Appleton, WA4 5AW. Householder - Proposed loft 

conversion with rear dormer and building up of side elevation to create extra roof 

space within the side of dwelling. The previous concerns still stand. The Parish 

Council are concerned over the effect on the Street Scene due to the proposed plan 

to build up on the side elevation.  

2017/30104, 4 Bridge Lane, Appleton, WA4 3BU. Householder - Proposed single 

storey rear extension, two storey side extension with new garage beyond and loft 

conversion. The previous concern still stands. The Parish Council are concerned 

regarding the overdevelopment of the plot and the effect on the Street scene due to 

the size of the proposed extensions. 

2017/30221, 21 Dingleway, Appleton, Warrington, WA4 3AB. Householder - 

Proposed extension to rear of dwelling. The Parish Council is concerned regarding 

the impact of this extension on the neighbouring properties in particular number 19 

Dingleway.   

The Parish Council raised objections to the following application.  

2017/29945, 15 Ashberry Drive, Appleton, WA4 4QS. Householder - Proposed two 
storey extension to front, single storey rear extension, loft conversion and installation 
of 3no. dormer windows to rear roof plane. The previous objection still stands.  The 
Parish Council objects to the proposed planning application on the grounds of its 
overbearing nature especially on the neighbouring property.  The proposed 
extensions by its size, scale and massing would appear overly prominent and would 
result in overdevelopment of the plot. The Parish Council requests for this planning 
application to be referred to Development Control Committee and that Committee 
members undertake a site visit prior to any decision on this planning application 
being made and consider the effect on the properties to the rear. 
Due to Councillor J Wheeler being a member and Councillor P Walker being 

substitute member on the Warrington Borough Council Development Control 

Committee, they did not participate in the planning discussions or the 

recommendations agreed. 
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For information, only – 

2017/30062, 1 Shepcroft Cottages, Shepcroft Lane, Appleton, WA4 5PN. Section 

192 Certificate - Proposed erection of two garden buildings.  

2017/30056, 34 Pangbourne Close, Appleton, WA4 5HJ. Non-Material Amendment - 

Proposed replacement of one large high window in new garage with two smaller 

adjacent windows on previously approved application 2016/28317.  

2017/30113, 11 Woodstock Gardens, Appleton, WA4 5HN. TPO - proposed works to 

1 x Oak Crown Thin by 10-15% to increase wind + light permeation reduces back 

low laterals by 2-3M on limb encroaching Birch at Rear (TPO 487). 

2017/30196, 231, London Road, Appleton, Warrington, WA4 5JF. Non-Material 

Amendment - Proposed alteration to the front elevation on previously approved 

application 2011/18438 

6. Previous Planning Applications 
 
The clerk has received a letter dated 10th April 2017 with regarding 9 Beechways 
Appleton, 2016/29210. An appeal has been made to the Secretary of State against 
the decision of Warrington Borough Council to refuse to grant planning permission.  
 
Councillor J Wheeler informed the Parish Council that the planning application for 
Appleton Cross, 2017/29930 and Grappenhall Heys, 2017/29929 which had been 
submitted by Homes & Communities Agency both were due to be heard by 
Development Control Committee of Warrington Borough Council on 26th April 2017. 
  
7. Clerk’s Report and Accounts 
 
The March 2017 statement of Receipts and Payments for the Financial Year 
2016/2017 was noted and the Members noted the Bank Statement as at 31st March 
2017. The revised budget was also noted following payments.  
 
RESOLVED that; 

Payments were to be made in accordance with the payment schedule for April 2017 

and the updated budget was accepted.  

The bank reconciliation and bank statement were both signed by the Chairman.  

The clerk confirmed that Councillor S Harris undertook the verification of the bank 

reconciliations for all accounts as at 31st March 2017.  

The Principal Planning Policy & Strategy Officer at Warrington Borough Council has 
confirmed that the Appleton Thorn Neighbourhood Plan would be on the full meeting 
of Warrington Borough Council on 19th June 2017. Once approved at the meeting 
the Plan will have full weight in the determination of planning applications in the area. 
However, as the Plan has already been approved by the Examiner and at the 
referendum, the Appleton Thorn Neighbourhood Plan already has substantial weight 
in all future decisions.  
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The clerk reported that the emergency lighting had been serviced at the Parish hall 
on 3rd April 2017 however three of the five emergency lights had failed and would 
require replacement. In addition to this the Fire Risk Assessment had identified that 
there is a requirement for external emergency lighting. As such the clerk will obtain 
quotes for this work and arrange for this to be carried out as necessary.  

The clerk has received a letter dated 3rd April 2017 from Warrington Borough Council 
regarding a consultation on a proposed Public Space Protection Order. This would 
allow the Council to introduce a range of measures to address anti-social behaviour 
issues and help improve public spaces in this area.  

The clerk received an email on 5th April 2017 requesting a meeting to be arranged 
for either Superintendent Peter Crowcroft or Chief Superintendent Andy Southcott to 
visit the parish council to discuss the continued funding of PCSOs. The clerk was 
asked to arrange a meeting with Police to discuss the future funding of the PCSOs.  

The clerk had received a reply from the Investigation & Enforcement Team Manager 
from Warrington Borough Council dated 10th April 2017 regarding litter on the 
Appleton Thorn Trading estate. They have confirmed that they have written to all 
business premises on the estate asking for them address the issue.  

8.  Final accounts for the year 2016/2017. 

RESOLVED that; 

The Clerk confirmed that the Receipts & Payments Account including an analysis of 

the funds available and the Receipts & Payments Ledger have been finalised.  The 

Councillors noted the Statement and the ledger for the year ending 31 March 2017. 

These were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial 

Officer. The reconciliation to the Bank Statements undertaken by the Chairman. 

 
9. Annual Governance Statement for 2016/2017  

The clerk had received a letter dated 22nd March 2017 from BDO LLP the External 

Auditor advising that the audit date for the Parish Council has been selected as 24th 

July 2016 and the Annual Return must be submitted to them by that date. 

RESOLVED that; 

The Annual Governance Statement for 2016/2017 be approved and signed by the 

Chairman and the clerk. 

 

 

10. Annual Return for year ended 31st March 2017  

RESOLVED that; 

The Accounting statements and Annual Return for 2016/2017 by approved and 

signed by the Chairman and the clerk, as the Responsible Financial Office.  
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11. Internet banking and payment by bank transfer 

RESOLVED that; 

Brian Axcell, Joanne Monks and Peter Briggs are authorised to complete and sign 

the National Westminster Bank Plc’s Bankline Lite mandate for the provision of 

internet banking services and to accept the Bankline Lite terms on behalf of Appleton 

Parish Council. This is to include the authorisation to view statements online and to 

make all future payments including salaries by bank transfer (bacs) on 21st of each 

month.  

12. Tree by the Co-op car park 

This item was deferred for further investigation from Councillor J Wheeler.  

13. Grass cutting  

RESOLVED that; 

The Parish Council instructs and pays Warrington Borough Council for additional 
grass cuts over the summer period as determined by the Chairman or the Deputy 
Chairman as and when required. The Parish Council approves the cost, which is 
approx. £1,500 per cut. The maximum number of cuts to be four, to the total value to 
be not exceeding £6,000. The funds of which are to be taken from the Environmental 
Improvement scheme. The Assistant clerk was requested to earmark the amount of 
£6,000 from the Environmental Improvement scheme budget accordingly.  

The clerk was requested to ask Warrington Borough Council to provide a copy of 
their grass cutting schedule for this year.  

The clerk confirmed that there was a map in the Parish Council office which showed 
all the areas that Warrington Borough Council cut in the Parish of Appleton.  

Councillor J Walker noted that that the grass on London Road required cutting now 
as such the clerk would report this accordingly to Warrington Borough Council for 
their attention.  

14. Parish Council meeting venues 
 
The clerk had contacted local venues to see if they were available for hosting Parish 
Council meetings. Both St Mary Magdalene’s Church and Appleton Thorn Village 
Hall were in regular use every Tuesday evenings as such both venues were 
unavailable. There are no meeting rooms at Broomfields Leisure centre.  
 
Appleton Thorn primary school said it would be possible to use the hall as a one-
event without any charge, however if it was to be a regular booking payment would 
be required. Broomsfields Sheltered Housing have also offered the use of a room for 
a Parish Council meeting for no cost.  
 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
To have the monthly Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 17th October at Broomfields 
Sheltered Housing and to have to monthly Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 21st 
November at Appleton Thorn primary school.  
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The clerk was asked to book each accordingly and update the meeting dates list with 
the new venues.  
 
 15.  Minutes of Finance and General Purposes meeting  

RESOLVED that; 

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes meeting held on Monday 27th 

March 2017 (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were approved 

and signed by the Chairman. 

 
16.  Recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes meeting  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
To approve all recommendations of the Finance & General Purposes meeting on 
Monday 27th March 2017.  
 
Councillor P Walker reported that he had contacted Warrington Borough Council 

regarding advice regarding insurance value of the Parish Hall. The advice given was 

that the building should be insured for replacement value rather than market value. 

The clerk as such was instructed to increase the value of the Parish hall to £500,000. 

The clerk would confirm if this would affect the cost of the Parish Council’s insurance 

policy.  

 
17. Minutes of last Parish Council meeting and matters arising  

RESOLVED that; 

The Minutes of the Parish Council’s monthly meeting held on Tuesday 21st March 

2017 (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were approved and 

signed by the Chairman. 

The clerk had contacted Highway Asset Maintenance and Street Works Manager of 

Warrington Borough Council with regards putting notices up on lamp posts asking 

motorists to refrain from parking on grass verges however this would not be possible. 

It was suggested that a polite notice was put on the vehicle itself.  

 

 

 

 

 
18. Parish and Borough Councillors Reports 
 
Councillor J Wheeler informed the Parish Council that that the Environment 
committee would be meeting soon and they would investigate the cost of planting 
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bulbs on Owens Corner roundabout following comments received from members of 
the public.  
 
Councillor S Harris reported that she had attended the recent working party group 
looking at the libraries in Warrington and that a further working group to look 
specifically at the Stockton Heath library will be meeting shortly. Timescales for a 
decision on the matter were unknown at this time. The next meeting was schedule 
for 3rd May 2017. 
 
Councillor S Harris stated as she received an email copy of the agenda and previous 
minutes it was not necessary to post a copy in future. The clerk noted this and would 
no longer post copies as requested.  
 
Councillor S Harris informed the clerk that she had changed her email address. The 
clerk would update the records accordingly. 
 
Councillor J Walker stated it would be beneficial to comply a list of areas which 
required attention in the Parish.  
 
Councillor J Bilsland reported that the scouts, Lumb Brook Millennium Green and 
Cobbs Infant school had all received funds from the Co-op community fund.  
 
Councillor J Bilsland reported that she had attended the ‘Working Together’ meeting 
on Saturday 15th April 2017 organised by the PCSOs however no PCSO was in 
attendance.   
 
Councillor J Bilsland announced that she had now been on the Parish Council for 
one year and was thoroughly enjoying her role as a Parish Councillor.  
 
Councillor P Walker informed the Parish Council that the street light on Warren Drive 
and London Road had now been replaced and that he was continuing with the 
ongoing issue regarding overgrown trees on Warren Drive with Warrington Borough 
Council.  
 
19.  Date and time of next meeting 
 
Tuesday 16th May 2017, Planning Committee meeting 7pm, Annual meeting at 
7.15pm followed by the Monthly Parish Council meeting 7.30pm. 
 
 
 


