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Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, Warrington, 

Cheshire WA4 5EQ 

Telephone / Fax 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Appleton Parish Council held on Tuesday 
16th May 2017 at 7.15pm at 

Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road Appleton 
 
1. Election of a new Chairman of the Parish Council  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
Councillor S Benger be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for 2017/2018.  
Councillor signed the acceptance of office book accordingly.  
 
Councillor S Benger thanked Councillor B Axcell for being a superb chairman over the 
last twelve months.  
 
2. Election of a new Deputy Chairman of the Parish Council 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
Councillor S Harris be elected Deputy Chairman of the Parish Council for 2017/2018. 
 
3. Members’ acceptance of office, Code of Conduct and declarations of interest. 

All Parish Councillors reviewed their declaration of interest forms and confirmed by 

signing and dating the last page that their circumstances remained unchanged. 

If there had been a change of circumstances the Parish Councillors completed a new 

form and the clerk will send the completed declaration of interest forms to Warrington 

Borough Council and retain a copy at the Parish Council office.  

RESOLVED that; 

The Parish Council adopts the Code of Conduct for Members adopted by Warrington 

Borough Council as the council’s code of conduct under section 27(2) and 27(3) of the 

Localism Act 2011. 

The clerk was requested to put the Code of Conduct on the website.  

The Chairman of the Parish Council informed all the Parish Councillors that they would 

have to abide by the Code of Conduct and declare any interest in relation to agenda 

items.  
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4. Members of Committees      
 
RESOLVED that; 

The following members be appointed for 2017/2018; 

Planning – Councillor S Benger (Chair) and Councillor D Edwards (Deputy Chair) 
Councillor B Axcell, Councillor I Axcell, Councillor J Walker and Councillor A Cross.  
 

Environment – Councillor J Bilsland (Chair) Councillor J Wheeler, Councillor K Arnett, 

Councillor I Axcell, Councillor S Harris, Councillor T Stansfield and Councillor J 

Walker.  

Finance and General Purposes – Councillor P Walker (Chair) Councillor S Benger, 
Councillor D Edwards, Councillor S Harris and Councillor B Axcell  
 

Youth - Councillor S Harris, Councillor J Bilsland and Councillor J Wheeler 

Parish Newsletter – Councillor B Axcell and Councillor S Harris.  

Welcome Pack (Information Guide) / Parish Council Website - 

Councillor S Benger, Councillor J Walker and Councillor P Walker 

Library Committee – Councillor I Axcell, Councillor S Benger and Councillor J 

Bilsland.  

Employment Committee – Chairman, Deputy Chairman and Councillor P Walker.  

Manchester Airport Liaison – Councillor K Arnett and Councillor J Price.  

It was further resolved that the following should represent Appleton Parish Council on 

Committees involving other Parish Councils:  

South Warrington Parishes Community Support Officers Group (known as 

SWPCSOG)  

(with Grappenhall & Thelwall, Lymm and Stockton Heath Parish Councils) –    

Councillor K Arnett, Councillor S Benger and Councillor J Bilsland. 
 
5. Members of Outside Bodies  
 
The following members were appointed to represent the Parish Council on the 

following organisations for 2017/2018; 

RESOLVED that; 

The following members be appointed for 2017/2018; 

a) Warrington Branch CPRE – Councillor J Price 

b) Warrington Public Rights of Way Forum – Councillor K Arnett, Councillor S Harris 

and Mr. S Guest  
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c) Tree & Pond Warden and Footpath Warden – Councillor J Price 

d) Parish Path Warden – Mr. S Guest 

e) Police and Crime Commissioner Surgery Meetings – Councillor D Edwards, 

Councillor J Bilsland and Councillor P Walker 

f) Bridgewater Canal Users Group – Councillor B Axcell and Councillor S Harris 

 
In addition, further representations by the Parish Council are as follows – 

Lumb Brook Millennium Green Ltd – Mrs. V Davies, Director and Councillor J Walker.  

Pewterspear Green Trust – Councillor J Wheeler, Elected Member, Mr. G Webster, 

Nominated Member. 

Broomfields Junior School – Mrs. S Richardson, a resident, Sponsored Governor. 
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Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, Warrington, 

Cheshire WA4 5EQ 

Telephone / Fax 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting of Appleton Parish Council 

held on Tuesday 16th May 2017 at 7.30pm at 
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road Appleton 

 
Present: -  Councillor S Benger (Chairman) 

Councillor K Arnett, Councillor B Axcell, Councillor I Axcell, Councillor J Bilsland, 

Councillor A Cross, Councillor D Edwards, Councillor S Harris, Councillor J Price, 

Councillor T Stansfield Councillor P Walker and J Wheeler.  

Mrs. J Monks (Clerk) and seven members of the public and one PCSO.   

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
 
Councillor S Benger welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting.  
 
Councillor S Benger reminded all the Parish Councillors and members of the public 
that the use of mobile phones was prohibited during a meeting and all Parish 
Councillors were asked to use the microphones when speaking. 
 
Councillor J Walker sent her apology as she was ill and was unable to attend.  
 
2. Members Code of Conduct 
 
Councillor S Harris declared an interest in Stockton Heath library as she has been 
appointed as Chairman of the working group established to look at alternative funding 
sources for the library.  
 
3. PCSO / Police report 
 
The PCSO in attendance reported that there had been twelve anti-social behaviour 
incidents in the last thirty days, of which eight were directly related to the school 
holidays. A couple of incidents occurred at the Broomsfields Youth Project and the 
PCSOs were now targeting any repeat locations where incidents had occurred. These 
included Bridgewater Lower school and Dingle Lane. There had been three reported 
burglaries in the area which included the trading estate and a shed break in on Dale 
Lane. Following the report regarding dog fouling the PCSO had undertaken a walk 
around the Cobbs estate with the Enforcement Officer at Warrington Borough Council. 
They had noted that there was signage regarding dog fouling in the area but there was 
a shortage of bins. Councillor J Wheeler reported that unfortunately Warrington 
Borough Council would not install any new bins due to cutbacks.  
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The PCSO asked both Parish Councillors and members of the public to report all 
incidents via 101 so they could gather statistics and identify areas of concerns and 
repeat locations for offenders. Every report via 101 gets a crime number or incident 
number and this is then dealt with accordingly.  
 
Councillor J Bilsland thanked the PCSO for dealing with the incident at the Broomfields 
Youth Project as she was impressed with the way it was handled by the PCSOs.  
 
Councillor T Stansfield asked if anything action could be taken with regards to youths 
on bikes as they were riding around without any lights and on handlebars. The PCSO 
stated that any incidents of this nature should be reported via 101.  
 
4. Public Participation.  
 
A member of the public addressed the Parish Council with regards to the Homes & 
Communities plans for Appleton Cross and Grappenhall Heys stating that no planning 
application in principle has been agreed and that objections can be made against this 
planning application. The member of the public also stated that there were future 
developments also planned in Stretton. The chairman of the Parish Council stated that 
any objections against these planning applications needs to be submitted to 
Development Control Department of Warrington Borough Council.  
 
A member of the public addressed the Parish Council concerning the rugby club on 
Bridge Lane. The member of the public confirmed that she had been in touch with 
Councillor B Axcell regarding this.  
 
A member of the public asked what the Parish Council are doing in respect of the Bloor 
Homes planning application. Following a letter sent to the Parish Council the Parish 
Council are awaiting a revised site layout plan from Bloor Homes. Councillor P Walker 
stated that both CARE and the Neighbourhood Plan group need to contact the 
Borough Ward Councillors for Appleton Thorn regarding this issue.  
 
A member of the public addressed the Parish Council with regards to the situation at 
Stockton Heath library. Councillor S Harris reported she was the chairman of the 
working group which had been established and was going to raise the matter under 
Parish Councillors reports.  
 
A member of the public addressed the Parish Council thanking David the Parish 
Ranger for his assistance in Appleton Thorn. The member of the public also stated 
that work on the electricity was been undertaken in the village and it was hoped that 
the work would be completed before Bawming Day.  
 
A member of the public addressed the Parish Council with regards to the planning 
application for Homes & Communities submitted for Appleton Cross. The CARE group 
were planning on employing a barrister to look at submitting a planning objection for 
this planning application. The clerk noted that during the period of discussion regarding 
the Bloor Homes application, Councillor J Wheeler left the room and did not take part 
in any of the discussion on this matter.  
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6. Planning  
 
The recommendations of the Planning Committee on applications received since the 

last meeting were accepted and it was 

RESOLVED that; 

The following recommendations be forwarded to the Development Control Manager, 

Environment and Regeneration, Warrington Borough Council.  

No Objections to the following applications – 

2017/30138, 85 Stonehill Close, Appleton, WA4 5QD. Householder - Proposed 

bedroom extension over existing garage to side elevation with dormer windows to front 

elevation.  

2017/30254, 18 Greenway, Appleton, WA4 3AD. Householder - Proposed Single 

Storey Rear Extension.  

2017/30164, 9 Hall Drive, Appleton, WA4 5JL. Householder - Proposed bedroom 

extension over existing garage to side elevation plus single storey kitchen/family room 

to rear. 

2017/30255, 14 Greenway, Appleton, WA4 3AD. Householder - Proposed two storey 

side extension. 

The Parish Council has a concern on the following planning applications; 

2017/30323, 66 Highfield Avenue, Appleton, WA4 5DX. Householder - Proposed 

detached single garage. The Parish Council are concerned as the plans are 

unreadable and there is already a garage in situ so the Parish Council are unsure what 

the planning permission is for.   

2017/30348, 5 Wrights Green, Lumb Brook Road, Appleton, WA4 3HN. Householder 

- Proposed single storey front/side extension. The Parish Council are concerned as 

the proposed extension would be out of character with the property and street scene.  

2017/30338, 31 Stoneacre Gardens, Appleton, WA4 5ET. Full Planning - Proposed 

garage extension. The Parish Council are concerned over the impact of the proposed 

garage extension on the street scene.  

The Parish Council raised objections to the following applications; 

2017/30066, 2 Littlecote Gardens, Appleton, WA4 5DL. Householder-Re-submission 

of application 2017/29540 for reduced proposed side extension above garages, front 

two storey extension, new single storey porch extension and loft conversion. The 

Parish Council objects to the proposed planning application on the grounds of its 

overbearing nature and its design and appearance.  The proposed extensions by its 

size, scale and massing would appear overly prominent and would result in 

overdevelopment of the plot and the proposed extensions would be out of character 

with the property and street scene.  The Parish Council requests for this planning 

application to be referred to Development Control Committee and that Committee 
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members undertake a site visit prior to any decision on this planning application being 

made. 

Due to Councillor J Wheeler being a member and  Councillor P Walker being 

substitute member on the Warrington Borough Council Development Control 

Committee, they did not participate in the planning discussions or the 

recommendations agreed. 

For information, only – 

2017/30390, 2 Chiswick Gardens, Appleton, WA4 5HQ.  TPO - Proposed removal of 

tree or extensive pruning. 

6. Previous Planning Applications 
 
The clerk has received a letter dated 9th May 2017 from Bloor Homes regarding 
planning application for the field at Appleton Thorn, planning application number 
2016/29511. Bloor Homes have been advised by Warrington Borough Council that 
they will have to provide a Locally Equipped Area for Play (LEAP) on the Stretton Road 
site in Appleton Thorn. Bloor Homes are therefore in the process of preparing a revised 
site layout plan and will share this with the Parish Council in due course.  Bloor Homes 
have also advised that they have now planned for the provision of a pathway along 
the Stretton Road buffer zone, linking Pepper Street to the village green area at the 
front of the site. The planning application will be considered by Development Control 
Committee of Warrington Borough Council shortly.  
 
The Parish Council have been advised that the planning application, 2017/29945 for 
15 Ashberry Drive, Appleton, WA4 4QS will be heard by Development Control 
Department of Warrington Borough Council on 17th May. The planning application was 
submitted for proposed two storey extension to front, single storey rear extension, loft 
conversion and installation of 3no. dormer windows to rear roof plane.   The Parish 
Council objected to the proposed planning application on the grounds of its 
overbearing nature especially on the neighbouring property.  The proposed extensions 
by its size, scale and massing would appear overly prominent and would result in 
overdevelopment of the plot. The Parish Council requested for this planning 
application to be referred to Development Control Committee and that Committee 
members undertake a site visit prior to any decision on this planning application being 
made and consider the effect on the properties to the rear. Councillor J Wheeler 
confirmed that she would represent the Parish Council at this meeting and the clerk 
was requested to book her a place accordingly.  
 
7. Clerk’s Report and Accounts 
 
The April 2017 statement of Receipts and Payments for the Financial Year 2017/2018 

was noted and the Members noted the Bank Statement as at 28th April 2017. The 

revised budget was also noted following payments.  

RESOLVED that; 

Payments were to be made in accordance with the payment schedule for May 2017 

and the updated budget was accepted.  
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The bank reconciliation and bank statement were both signed by the Chairman. 

RESOLVED that; 

Following the receipt of the precept, £126,475.00  from Warrington Borough Council, 

£10,000 has been transferred from the NatWest current account to the Community 

Deposit Maxi account at Mansfield Building Society and £58,000 from the NatWest 

current account to the Business Saver Instant account at Nationwide Building Society.  

The clerk confirmed that she had arranged for the replacement of the three emergency 

lights which had failed at the Parish Hall to be replaced and for three additional external 

emergency lights to be installed at the cost of £470.00 plus VAT.  

The clerk had received a letter dated 27th April 2017 from Pewterspear Green Trust 

regarding their AGM on Wednesday 7th June at the Sports Pavilion in Stretton. 

The clerk reported that she had two people to look at the Parish Hall with regards to 

internal alterations. This would be discussed at the next Finance and General 

Purposes meeting on Monday 12th June 2017. 

8. BT Phone Boxes 

The clerk received an email dated 29th April 2017 from BT regarding the adoption of 

the two red BT phone boxes on the junction of Bridge Lane/Clydesdale Road and on 

the junction of Lyons Lane/London Road in Appleton.  

RESOLVED that; 

The chairman of the Parish Council signed the contract in order to purchase the two 

BT phone boxes and the expenditure of £2.00 was approved with the funds to come 

from Environmental Improvements budget. (£1.00 per telephone box.) The clerk would 

add these to the asset register of the Parish Council.  

9.  Parish Council insurance  
 
The clerk has received an email dated 10th April 2017 regarding the renewal of the 
Parish Council’s insurance policy. The cost of the renewal is £1,522.81 with a 5% 
discount for being in a three year agreement with the insurance company. The 
previous year’s insurance was £1,216.31. This is increased due to the following; 
 

• The sum insured for the Parish Hall has increased to £500,000 to cover 
rebuilding costs rather just market value 

• There are now two defibrillators and two speed indicator devices rather than 
one of each 

• The insurance premium tax has increased from 3% to 12%. 

RESOLVED that; 

The payment of £1,522.81 is paid for the Parish Council insurance from 1st June 2017 
to 31st May 2018. 

Councillor A Cross report that the insurance company may need to be informed for the 
duration of any alteration work at the Parish Hall. 
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10. PCSO Agreement for 2017/2018 
 
The Parish Council made the decision at the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 20th 
December 2016 to continue funding the PCSOs for 2017/2018. This was for a one 
year extension only until 31st March 2018. The cost of this will be £31,583.64. 
 
The Service Level agreement confirming this arrangement has now been provided for 
the provision of nine community support officers part-funded within South Warrington 
Parishes of Appleton, Grappenhall & Thelwall, Lymm and Stockton Heath. The 
chairman of each Parish Council is therefore asked to sign and date this agreement 
along with the supplementary agreement between each Parish Council.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor S Benger signs both agreements on 
behalf of the Parish Council.   
 
11.  Communication with PCSOs.  
 
The clerk has been informed that all incidents must be logged via 101. Individual 
Parish Councillors will therefore log calls via 101 accordingly.  
 
12. Internal Parish Communications.  
 
Councillor S Harris reported that she felt that she received a huge volume of  emails. 
Some Parish Councillors had set up different email addresses for Parish Council 
business. Councillor A Cross informed the Parish Council that he received a large 
number of spam emails and said there was a way of setting up the email address on 
the website and he will send details of this to the clerk. The situation will be monitored 
and reviewed accordingly.  
 
13. Lumb Brook Millennium Green grant request 
 
The clerk received an email dated 8th May 2017 from a Director of the Lumb Brook 
Millennium Green Ltd requesting the Parish Council to review their decision to refuse 
the grant of £1,500 in the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 19th July 2016. Further 
documentation including a copy of Annual report and Financial Statements for the 
period 1st August 2015 to 31st July 2016 has been provided to the Parish Council.  
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The clerk was requested to send a letter to Lumb Brook Millennium Green enquiring 
how the grant of £1,500 is to be used. To establish the current financial situation of 
the company the clerk was requested to obtain a record of all transactions including 
details of any other income from 31st July 2016. 
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14. Parish Ranger’s Van  

The clerk of Stockton Heath Parish Council contacted the clerk in an email dated 25th 
April 2017 providing an extract from the Finance, Planning and General Purposes 
minutes of Stockton Heath Parish Council dated 5th April 2017 with regard to the jointly 
owned Parish Council van: 

PFGP 95   Stockton Heath Parish Council/Appleton Parish Council 
van 
                   The Committee considered the recommendation from the 
Village Committee regarding the transfer of the ownership of the jointly 
owned van to Appleton Parish Council and recommended that the Parish 
Council approve the transfer. 
  

The minutes of the full Parish Council which met on 11 April 2017 accepted the 
recommendations made by the FPGP Committee and thus it has been resolved that 
Stockton Heath Parish Council, will transfer the ownership of the van to Appleton 
Parish Council. 
 
The van is currently owned in the sole name of Stockton Heath Parish Council and the 
current van insurance is in the sole name of Stockton Heath Parish Council. The 
current van insurance expires on 6th July 2017. 
 
RESOLVED that; 
 
The ownership of the van will transfer from Stockton Heath Parish Council to Appleton 
Parish Council from 6th July 2017. 
 
The Assistant Clerk will insure the van in the name of Appleton Parish Council from 
this date and register the ownership of the van with the DVLA from this date. The clerk 
will amend the asset register from this date to reflect these changes.   
 
The clerk reported that the van had been serviced and the MOT had been done. The 
garage had recommended spraying the undercarriage to prevent rusting as such this 
has also been undertaken.  
 

 15. Environmental Committee meeting  

RESOLVED that; 
 
The recommendations and minutes of the Environmental Committee meeting on 6th 
May 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
 
Representatives from the Environmental Committee would be meeting the Street 
Scene Manager of Warrington Borough Council on 17th May 2017 in order to discuss 
future bulb and wildflower planting. It was thought that a WI group would be planting 
bulbs in Appleton Thorn in the Autumn. 
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16. Minutes of last Parish Council meeting and matters arising  

RESOLVED that; 

The Minutes of the Parish Council’s monthly meeting held on Tuesday 19th April 2017 

and the minutes of Parish Council’s Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 19th April 2017  

(copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were approved and signed by 

the Chairman. 

The Homes & Communities planning application for Appleton Cross and Grappenhall 

Heys was not heard by Development Control Committee on 26th April 2017 and will be 

hopefully heard in June at the Pyramid and Parr Hall in Warrington.  

 
17. Parish and Borough Councillors Reports 
 
Councillor S Harris addressed the Parish Council with regards to Stockton Heath 
library. Councillor S Harris confirmed that the working party which had been 
established was now called, South Warrington library (in Stockton Heath) Working 
group. This working group were looking at alternative funding methods for Stockton  
Heath library. This group were producing a report to be presented to LiveWire who will 
then in turn report back to Warrington Borough Council. The group were looking for a 
financial commitment from each Parish Council in the South of Warrington however 
the amount of financial support required is not yet known. The clerk was asked to draft 
a letter stating that the Parish Council would in principle consider providing financial 
support for Stockton Heath library. The clerk noted that Councillor S Harris did not take 
part with regards to this commitment to Stockton Heath library.  
 
Councillor D Edwards thanked David the Parish Ranger for all his assistance in 
Appleton Thorn on a Tuesday morning.  
 
Councillor J Wheeler had reported an incident of fly tipping and this was being dealt 
with by Warrington Borough Council.  
 
Councillor J Price reported that dog fouling in Appleton Thorn remained an issue and 
he was advised by Councillor J Wheeler to contact the Enforcement Officer at 
Warrington Borough Council to see what they suggest improving the area. 
 
Councillor A Cross reported that the light in Pepper Street had now been repaired. 
Councillor A Cross reported that the hedge where the lorry was parked in Appleton 
Thorn has not been replaced.   
 
18.  Date and time of next meeting 
 
Tuesday 20th June 2017, Planning Committee meeting 7pm followed by the Monthly 
Parish Council meeting 7.30pm. 
 
 


