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Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 

 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee at Appleton 

Parish Hall on Monday 11th December 2017. 

Present  

Councillor P Walker (Chair), Councillor S Benger, Councillor S Harris and Councillor 

B Axcell. 

Mrs J Monks (Clerk) and Mr P Briggs (Assistant Clerk) 

1. Welcome and apologise for absence 
 
The chairman welcomed the members of the committee to the meeting.  
 

2. Members Code of Conduct 
 
None declared. 
 

3. Matters Arising  
 

The clerk provided the following update from the previous Finance and General 
Purposes Committee meeting on Monday 16th October 2017. 
 
The school photograph competition had been completed and Councillors S Benger, J 
Bilsland and S Harris attended the presentations at Broomfield’s Junior School and 
Cobbs Infant school.  
 
Councillor S Harris reported that the Executive Board of Warrington Borough Council 
were having a meeting on Monday 11th December 2017 to discuss the future of the 
libraries and the proposal for Stockton Heath library.  
 

4. Budget 2018/2019 
 

The clerk had received a letter dated 15th November 2017 from the Director of 

Corporate Services at Warrington Borough Council with regards the arrangements for 

the parish precepts for 2018/2019. Warrington Borough Council require the precept 

figures by 12th January 2018. 

A draft budget has been discussed the Assistant Clerk had noted the budget increase 

request which had been received from the Environmental Committee. 
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Warrington Borough Council had confirmed the number of Band D equivalent 

properties was 5,057 for 2018/2019. Previously this was 5,059 for 2017/2018, 5,043 

for 2016/2017, 2015/2016 this was 5,027 and for 2014/2015 this was 4,996. 

Warrington Borough Councils have stated that for Parish Councils with a precept of 

over £140,000 they are required to send a breakdown of Parish expenditure with the 

Council Tax bills. As Appleton Parish Council’s precept is below this figure the Parish 

Council will not have to provide this information.  

Warrington Borough Council have stated that they intend to pass on reduction in the 

Council Tax base to the Parish Council’s for 2019/2020 as part of the current budget 

proposals in February 2018. This means that the level of support for future years will 

dramatically reduce.  

Recommended that; 

The budget for 2018/2019 was confirmed and that a precept of £27.50 per Band D 

property be requested for 2018/2019. The total number of Band D properties for 

2018/2019 has been reduced by two from the previous year.  

The precept for 2017/2018 was £25.00 as such this would result in a £2.50 increase. 

The precept for 2016/2017 was £17.00 and this had remained at £17.00 for seven 

years as reserves had been used to cover costs.  

The reasons for the increase are the following; 

1) Increased costs  
2) Additional finances would be required to hire planning consultants to protect the 

greenbelt and to oppose the Local Plan.  
3) This would enable the Parish Council to continue to provide funding for the 

PCSOs.  
4) Additional expenditure was required for additional environmental improvement 

works with the Parish.  
 

The Precept in similar parishes for example Lymm Parish Council, Stockton Heath and 

Grappenhall & Thelwall Parish Council all were higher.  

 

5. Planning Consultants 
 
The Parish Council hosted a meeting for all Parish Councils in the South of Warrington 
on Monday 27th November 2017 to discuss the Local Plan and the way forward.  
 
The clerk has also received a letter dated 7th December 2017 from the Chairman of 
Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Council, Councillor Elaine Welborn regarding the 
joint approach. Grappenhall & Thelwall Parish Council will take the lead and it is 
proposed that; 
 

• A joint working group will be set up with one member and deputy member from 
each Parish Council.  
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• The nominee from Grappenhall & Thelwall Parish Council will chair the working 
group and Grappenhall & Thelwall Parish Council will provide administrative 
support.  

• The working group will prepare a scoping document. 

• Potential Planning Consultants will be provided with the scoping document and 
will be requested to indicate what advice they have to offer and what strategy 
they would purpose, if selected along with an indication of their charges. 

 
It was recommended that; 
 
The budget which included a provision for the employment of Planning consultants to 
be approved and two representatives were nominated for the joint working group at 
the next Parish Council meeting.  
 

6. Co-option procedure and deadline date 
 

Councillor J Bilsland and the Elections Manager of Warrington Borough Council and 

the  Society Of Local Council Clerks have recommended that the Parish Council 

adopts a co-operation procedure.  

It is recommended that; 

A co-option procedure is adopted by the Parish Council. Councillors S Harris and B 

Axcell will revise this to be presented at the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 19th 

December 2017. This will include an advertising procedure and it will confirmed at the 

Parish Council meeting.  

7. Mobile phone for Parish Ranger 
 
The Parish Ranger currently uses his own mobile phone to contact the clerk and to 
send pictures for the Parish Council. Lymm Parish Council has several Parish Rangers 
all of whom are issued with work mobile phones for Health and Safety reasons.  
 
It is recommended that;  
 
A sim-only contract mobile phone is purchased by the Parish Council for the use of 
the Parish Ranger. The cost of which should not exceed £200.00 and to be taken from 
the Ranger costs budget. The clerk was asked to ensure that the mobile phone was 
added to the Parish Council’s insurance.   
 

8. Additional children’s tables and chairs 
 

Children’s tables and chairs were jointly purchased with Appletots in January 2017. 

The cost of these was £491.90 plus VAT and the Parish Council funded half of this in 

order so that they could be used for children’s parties. The number of children’s parties 

has increased at the Parish Hall and there are only twenty chairs and three small 

tables. Quite often the birthday parties are for thirty plus children so more are required. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiuqNT32PLXAhUUM8AKHc7mDREQFggnMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slcc.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw3vgK2uPhFdFVYyRS66UeFS


4 
 

 

It is recommended that; 

The Parish Council purchases an additional twenty chairs and tables for the children’s 

parties at the Parish Hall. The cost of which would not exceed £500.00 plus VAT and 

for this to be taken out of the Parish Hall equipment budget.  

9. Contractor services 
 

The current contractor for the Parish Council has provided new figures for charges 

from 1st December 2017 onwards.  

The annual cost of supplying and planting seasonal bedding at Bridge Lane plot is 

£210.00 plus VAT. (Previously this was £200.00 plus VAT) 

The annual cost of supplying and planting seasonal bedding for the Bridge Lane 

planters is £300.00 plus VAT. (Previously this was £280.00 plus VAT)  

The annual cost of watering the Bridge Lane planters is £280.00 plus VAT. (Previously 

this was £252.00 plus VAT)  

The annual cost of moving the grass at Bridge Lane is £432.00 plus VAT. (Previously 

this was £408.00 plus VAT) 

The total annual cost therefore to the Parish Council is £1,222.00.  

Recommended that; 

The Parish Council continues with the contractor for the seasonal bedding for the 

Bridge Lane plot and planters and watering for 2018. 

The Parish Ranger takes over the moving of the grass at Bridge Lane.  

10. Wren Grant  
 

The next steps for the Wren grant was discussed in detail following the meeting on 

Monday 4th December 2017.  

It was recommended that 

A sub-committee be appointed for the purposes of overseeing the project and for 

approval of the final details for the work. The intention of creating a sub-committee is 

to give this committee the authority to make the final decision making on the details of 

the work for the Parish Hall, for example colour of front door, style of disabled ramp, 

flooring colours etc. and the committee will be responsible for the final designs. 

The Parish Council approve the appointment of a contractor for the Wren grant work.  

A further meeting was arranged for 10am on Thursday 14th December 2017 to 

examine the quotes provided in more details and finalised plans for the Parish Hall.  
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11.  Any Other Business 
 

The Assistant Clerk, Mr P Briggs stated that that he felt that extra staff were required. 

It was agreed to hold an employment committee meeting to review staffing levels on 

Monday 22nd January 2018 at 10am.  


