
Appleton Parish Council 
____________________________________________ 

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

at Appleton Parish Hall on Monday 11th September 2017. 

Present  

Councillor P Walker (Chair), Councillor S Benger, Councillor S Harris, Councillor D 

Edwards and Councillor B Axcell. 

Mrs J Monks (Clerk) and Mr P Briggs (Assistant Clerk) 

1. Welcome and apologise for absence 
 
The chairman welcomed the members of the committee to the meeting. Councillor D 
Edwards was not in attendance.  
 

2. Members Code of Conduct 
 
Councillor S Harris and Councillor P Walker declared interests in relation to item 4, the 
Stockton Heath Library. Councillor S Harris is the Chairman of the working group and 
Councillor P Walker is a member of the Stockton Heath library working group. 
 

3. Matters Arising  
 
Further to the previous Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on Monday 
12th June 2017 the clerk confirmed that the closing date for the photograph competition 
for primary school children was 1st October 2017.  
 
The Wren application for Parish hall improvements had been submitted and the clerk 
had since been asked for further documentation and additional information in support 
of the application. 
 
The floor polishing of the entrance hall, main hall and kitchen had been undertaken 
over the summer and the clerk informed the committee that the Parish Council van 
has now been transferred into the sole name of Appleton Parish Council.  
 

4. Stockton Heath Library financial contributions request 
 

Following the South Warrington library (in Stockton Heath) Working group/Parish 

Council meeting on Monday 4th September 2017 the minutes of this meeting and 

information pack had been circulated to all the Parish Councillors.  

The request for funds has been based on the number of active users of Stockton Heath 

library and contributions from each Parish Council.  

 

 



Recommended that; 

The Parish Council makes a financial contribution towards South Warrington library 

(in Stockton Heath) library providing that Stockton Heath Parish Council, Hatton Parish 

Council and Walton Parish Council also make the requested financial contributions. 

The maximum figure that Appleton Parish Council would contribute could not exceed 

£5,000 per year for duration of the four-year contract until 31st March 2022. With the 

cost to come from the Community scheme earmarked fund.  

5. Booking System 
 

Councillor S Harris suggested that the booking and invoice system could be improved 

by moving this online and undertaking an electronic invoice system.  

Currently the Booking Secretary/Cleaner takes the bookings and produces the 

invoices for Parish hall bookings, she is employed for 12 hours per week.  

Lymm Parish Council have a Booking Secretary who sole position involves all Parish 

Hall bookings, invoices, tenancy agreements and key collections. The clerk stated that 

she thought that the Booking Secretary worked ten hours a week. In addition to his 

Lymm Parish Council have cleaning staff.  

Concerns were raised regarding a staffing/resource implication if the present 

procedures were changed. The clerk would investigate the staffing/resource 

implications and confirm what the current procedures are at Lymm Parish Council.  

6. Christmas arrangements 
 

Councillor S Harris stated that Walton Parish Council had held a Christmas event last 
year which included switching on of the Christmas tree lights, Father Christmas and a 
choir singing. It was noted however there was no specific centre to Appleton. The clerk 
noted that this could be considered for the future.  
 
Recommended that; 
 

(a) To host the Christmas social on Tuesday 5th December, 7pm to 9pm. (The clerk 
has subsequently noted that the Parish hall is booked on this date). 

(b) The expenditure for the event did not exceed £500.00. This expenditure was to 
be taken from Civic Service/events budget.   
 

7. Office Phone 
 

This item has been resolved and no action is necessary.  

8. Microphones 
 
The clerk reported that the two hand held microphones did not work effectively and 
she had received complaints from both Parish Hall users and Parish Councillors 
regarding these.  
 
 
 



 
Recommended that; 
 
Two new hand-held microphones were purchased for the Parish Hall the cost of which 
was not to exceed £500.00 and this to be taken from the Parish Hall improvement 
budget.    
 

9.  Any Other Business 
 
Every September, Mr S Edwards is given an honorarium for undertaking the 

maintenance of Appleton Thorn. In the budget, last year this was increased from 

£200.00 to £250.00. The clerk will have discussions with Mr S Edwards regarding the 

payment.   

The clerk informed the Finance and General Purposes meeting that the flat roofs either 

side of the main hall had been leaking and may require replacement. The clerk was 

asked to obtain quotes for the replacement of the flat roof to the two sides of the Parish 

Hall.   

The clerk informed the Finance and General Purposes meeting that she had received 

a request from a resident to cut the Laurel hedge on Dudlow Green Road. The clerk 

would obtain a quote for this work.  

An employment committee would be arranged for Monday 16th October 2017 at 

9.30am to review staff salaries and hours.  

Councillor J Wheeler sent an email to the clerk regarding the Rugby Field at the rear 

of Bridge Lane shops. As Councillor J Wheeler was not present at this meeting it will 

be discussed under Parish Councillors reports at the next Parish Council meeting on 

Tuesday 19th September 2017. 

10.  Local Plan  
 

The draft Local Plan was discussed in detail and the clerk noted that Councillor S 

Harris had requested an extra-ordinary meeting in order to discuss this issue. 

Councillor S Harris also noted the Parish Council may wish to instruct a solicitor for 

guidance on this issue.  

In order to allow any members of the public to speak under public speaking time at the 

next Parish Council meeting it was agreed to move the Planning Committee meeting 

to 6.45pm and for the Parish Council meeting to commence at 7.00pm. The PCSO 

report and public speaking time will commence at 7.30pm. The clerk was asked to 

issue the agenda accordingly with these amended times.  

Councillor B Axcell had produced some notes on the Local Plan and the clerk was 

asked to draft a response to Warrington Borough Council for approval at the next 

Parish Council meeting.  

 

 



11.  Date and time of next meeting 
 

Employment committee meeting and Finance & General Purposes meeting on 

Monday 16th October 2017 at 9.30am.  


