
Minutes of Environment Meeting 

Tuesday 11 July 2017 

 

Attending:      Apologies: 

Jane Bilsland      Irina Axcell 

Judith Wheeler 

Sharon Harris 

Judith Walker 

Ken Arnett 

David Pearce (Parish Ranger) 

 

 

The Ranger’s workload was discussed and David explained that he worked to a schedule: 

Mondays he clears the lay-bys in Appleton Thorn and the Maze 

Tuesdays he works 3 hours in Appleton Thorn, works round the Cenotaph and every 2-3 weeks he tidies 

the graveyard. There was some concern about the graveyard, opinion being that the Church should be 

responsible for the maintenance rather than the Parish Council. 

Thursdays and Fridays he works around Bridge Lane shops and Dale Lane. Judith Wheeler also 

mentioned that litter was bad at Broomfields. 

David also carries out grass cutting in Lyons Lane and other areas. He has just got a petrol hedge 

trimmer, which he hopes will enable him to get through the work quicker.  

He confirmed he has not had any training on using weed killer. It is a 2-day course, and the cost was 

deemed too high.  

Action Jane to find out the cost, and which budget it would come from. 

David agreed that if he identifies any issues that will be of interest to the Environment committee, he 

will either contact one of the committee and copy his line manager, Joanne Monks, or give the details to 

Joanne and she will pass them on. 

During the summer school holidays David will condense his hours and work 2 ½ days per week. We 

discussed the work required on the triangle by Lumb Brook Bridge.  



Action David has committed to clearing this area by the end of July, and annually thereafter. 

  

Leaf clearing.  Any leaf clearing carried out by David will result in him having to remove the leaves. 

There is a large composter at Grappenhall Heys and one behing the cemetery at Appleton Thorn, which 

David uses. 

Action Jane to circulate the list of streets that have leaves cleared by WBC 

Walton Lea has been asked to quote for clearing the pathway at the back and side of Broomfields 

School. 

Action. Sharon to chase up for quote and estimated time for the work to be carried out. She will also ask 

if they would be interested in supplying and planting at Cobbs Lane (as an alternative to WBC) 

Planting 

Cobbs Lane. All agreed that the cost was too high for this area. Alternatives were discussed e.g. planters 

Due to the need for easy access for the disabled residents it was decided to consult the residents for 

their opinion. 

Action.  Jane to contact the residents. 

 Judith Wheeler to follow up on previous discussion with WBC for extra parking. 

 

Fox Covert. WBC says that this area has been planted. 

It was agreed that we would look at what grows next year, and then decide if further planting is required 

for the following year. 

Opposite St Monicas.  

Action. Ken and Judith Wheeler will measure the square meter age). There are a number of new people 

who park on the verge. Ken will speak to them about the fact that there will be bulb planted later in the 

year. 

 Jane to check the cost (previous order put on hold) and go ahead with the planting. 

 

Appleton Thorn.  Agreed to plant 100m2 of Tete a Tete opposite The Thorn pub. Agreed cost not to 

exceed £1,500. 

 



Longwood Road opp Chessington. Agreed to plant 130m2 at a cost of £1,300 

 

Longwood Road opp Staines Close. Agreed to plant 130m2 at a cost of £1,300 

 

Owens Corner. It was agreed that we need low growing plants/bulbs that will give year round cover. 

Planting to be round the edge as tree may create too much shade. 

Sponsorship was also discussed and it was suggested that Local businesses may agree to sponsor the 

roundabout. Further investigation required, with the assistance of Joanne. 

 

BT Phone Boxes Judith Wheeler suggested that the phone box at the end of Lyons Lane could be used to 

display items/photographs explaining the history of the local area. Janice Hayes said we could apply for 

local grants and engage the residents, particularly those who have been in the area for a long time. 

Judith will liaise with Joanne in regard to the refurbishment of the boxes. 

Notes: 

Glass on buses where you can see out 

Cast iron frame 

Local history curriculum in schools, engagement 

Decoupage the outside of the box 

Book of Lyons estate 

Book by John Price 

Ask residents for photos 

Report in Focus 

The defribrillator can be fitted on the outside of the box. There is one located at Mary Magdeline’s on 

the wall outside. 

It was agreed that Judith should continue with her research and give an update in September. 

AOB.  Ken reported that oil had been found on step in the Dell (part of the Dingle) off Caversham. He 

has reported it to the Woodland Trust. 

Ken also reported that the path between 7 & 9 Pangborne is overgrown and he has written to John 

Thorpe at WBC 


