
Minutes of Environment Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 25th October 2017 

 

Attending:      Apologies: 

Jane Bilsland      Ken Arnett 

Judith Wheeler 

Sharon Harris 

Judith Walker 

Irina Axcell 

 

1. Walton Lea 

Clearing of path at the back of Broomfields alongside the Dingle, has not been 

completed. This is due to the member of staff, trained on the equipment, leaving. 

Another person will be joining the team shortly.  Also there was a burglary and 

equipment was stolen.  

Other jobs identified: 

Path by House of Taupe 

Triangle by Lumb Brook Bridge 

Bulb planting in small areas 

  

Agreed action –  

Jane to contact Walton Lea to discuss the issues, establish if they can do the work in 

spring (March?). Sharon can speak with Viv if there is no action. 

Judith Wheeler to speak to manager at London Bridge pub to ask if they would help by 

putting in plants/planters on path by House of Taupe. 

 

2. Planters on London Bridge 

This was discussed and will be reviewed.  

 

 



3. Telephone Boxes 

Joanne Monks is getting the boxes repaired as per Parish Council meeting in October. 

It was agreed that the box on Bridge Lane will be for books only. 

Remind Joanne that we need shelves of varying heights to accommodate larger books 

and children’s books. 

What colours for the inside and do we want coloured shelves?  

We need to establish if the defibrillator (for London Rd box) is battery driven or should it 

be connected to the electricity supply in order to recharge. 

Judith is working on the history of the Lyons Estate for this box. 

Action – 

Judith Wheeler to continue researching. 

Judith Wheeler to look at signage. 

Jane to establish what is the minimum height that the defibrillator can be fixed. 

Jane to speak to Joanne about the shelves, and connection required for the defibrillator. 

 

4. A.O.B 

Japanese Knotweed 

A resident reported that the knotweed was being treated by WBC. On checking Kevin 

McCready has confirmed that the land affected is WBC land. 

Judith Wheeler to contact Kevin McCready to organize a site visit to the area at the back 

of Bridge Lane shops to clarify the situation (and liaise with Brian Axcell). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ranger 

David’s hours have been increased and the committee is interested to know what duties 

he will take on. Now we have the timetable for the WBC leaf blowing, the ranger can 

work on areas that WBC doesn’t cover e.g. Dingle Way and Broomfields. 

It was agreed that we invite David to the next meeting. Judith Wheeler is happy that we 

have the meeting during the day while she is at work. 

Jane to check with Joanne if the weed killing training has been booked, if he has had 

training for using leaf blower, do we have a leaf blower. 

Council Newsletter 

Sharon asked if we can produce a piece about the Environment Committee for the 

newsletter. 

Jane to action. 

 

5. Budget - Notes 

It was agreed that the budget for extra grass cutting should be reduced to 3, keeping the 

cost per cut, at the same as 2017/18. 

Wildflower planting budget has been increased to allow for planting in other (to be 

identified) areas. 

It has been estimated that 1,000 should be sufficient for the telephone boxes. 

 

  



Proposed Environment Budget 2018/19 

 

 

Bulb Planting     7500.00 

 

Wildflowers     2500.00 

 

Grasscutting x3    4500.00 

 

Telephone Boxes    1000.00 

 

Walton Lea       500.00 

 

Planters, London Bridge & other  4000.00 

  

Total         £     20000.00 


